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had two thoughts in mind when he 
called a man “blessed” or happy for 
confiding in priests. First, every hu- 
man being likes to confide in some- 
one. But the tendency is to confide 
in those who will agree with us 

even when we are wrong. To con- 
fide in a priest-director means lay- 
ing ourselves open to scrutiny and 
criticism. It means we 
prepared to follow his directions, 
and not our own sweet will. e Sec- 
ondly, St. Francis had a_ special 


must be 
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they were. In them he saw Christ 
being brought into each one’s life 
now. And the Holy Spirit operates 
through these chosen instruments 
of God, often even in spite of them- 
selves. Confiding in priests was 
Francis’ way of being directed by 
Christ. 
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Boston Congress Workshops 


During the Third Order Ouinauennial Congress in Boston various 
workshops will be held. They will be of real interest to all. but 
especially to fraternity officers and leaders. It will be impossible 
for you to attend all the workshops. since many will run simultane- 
ously. Hence we ask fraternities to wisely divide their delegates 
among the various workshops for adequate coverage. In this way 
the stay-at-homes will be able to be given a good report and also be 
eiven stimulating ideas and practical methods of procedure. 


1. Workshop on Third Order Promotion. Fr. David Dress- 
man O.F.M.Cap. of Dever, Ohio will be the chairman of this work- 
shop. The energetic tertiaries of Houston, Texas will provide the 
discussion. The Houston fraternity has distinguished itself with 
excellent promotional ideas and practices. Its annual report is a 
classic. Father Frank, the diocesan director of this fraternity, has 
fathered a very dynamic fraternity. 

Another feature of this workshop will be a talk by Major Sylvester 
Deans. He and his wife have carried on a very successful lecture 
tour carrying information on the Third Order to many new quarters. 
You will likewise have the privilege of hearing Mr. Harvev Scott, a 
tertiary and provincial board member of the Detroit Capuchin prov- 
ince. He too has lectured on the Third Order. 


2. Common Fund Workshop. In this workshop you will be 
entrigued by Fr. Maximus Poppy O.F.M. of the Cleveland St. Joseph 
Fraternity. Fr. Maximus has had long years of experience in all 
phases of tertiarism, being past national secretary of the Third Order. 
He is especially effective in problems of the Common Fund. It will 
also be your privilege to hear Mr. Wm. E. Corcoran, our federal 
treasurer. He has been an able national and provincial officer in the 
field of the Common fund. From him you will learn how important 
your fraternity, your provincial and your federal common fund 


really are. 
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APPLYING CHRISTIANITY IN THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS 


NOVEMBER, 1957 VOL. XXXVI Number 11 


Atter Forty Years 


The Third Order of St. Francis in 
the U.S. Organized and Moving! 


War HAS BEEN HAPPENING to the Third Order of St. Francis in the 
United States during the last forty years; where did it stand when the 
First World War was just ending and where does it stand today? To be 
sure, forty years ago is a short space of time; and it is one of the most 
comfortable things to recall that forty years ago Third Order leaders were 
asking themselves the same questions. Only then there was no organized 
Third Order in this country. We might almost say that it was “wild cat’”— 
popping up here and there, thriving or dying with little attention except 
from an interested director. 

Just forty years ago one lone province held the firsi Third Order Conven- 
tion on record in the United States. Fr. Roger Middendorf O.F.M. (5), a 
professor of Theology, urged the convention and inspired a brood of young 
clerics and priests. Fr. Ferdinand Gruen O.F.M., first editor of the old 
FRANcIscAN HERALD took fire from Fr. Roger’s flame and immediately began 
to propose a national Third Order convention in the pages of the FRANcIs- 
cAN HeraLp. The story is told in detail in the huge First Convention Report. 

Response was immediate and from that first enthusiastic challenge were 
born those who would be the life blood of the new movement: Fr. Hilarion 
Duerk O.F.M., organizer of the first national convention in Chicago in 1921, 
Fr. John Forest McGee O.F.M. of Cincinnati who later wrote one of the 
first explanations of the rule of the Third Order for the U. S., Fr. Wendelin 
Green O.F.M. Cap. of Rochester, Pa., Fr. Mathias Faust O.F.M. of Paterson, 
N. J., Fr. Aloysius Fish O.F.M. Conv., of Carey, Ohio, Fr. Venantius Bues- 
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sing O.F.M. of Santa Barbara, Cali- 
fornia, On the scene very early were 
Fr. Maximus Poppy O.F.M., later 
executive secretary, and Fr. James 
Meyer O.F.M., first editor of THE 
Forum. 

The Teutopolis convention had set 
the pace and had defined its purpose: 
To organize the tertiaries of the 
United States into one living, active 
body, the better to attain the real aim 
of the Third Order, namely, the re- 
formation of society by the example 
of modern Christian lives—To imbue 
tertiaries with love and enthusiasm for 
the Third Order.—To teach directors 
how to conduct their fraternities with 
success.—To bring every Catholic to 
a knowledge of the Third Order.—To 
point out to the clergy the true nature 
and scope of the Third Order. 
PROGRAM FOR AN ORGANIZATION AND 
A MovEMENT 

The story of early years is told com- 
pletely in the First Convention Report 
edited by Fr. Hilarion Duerk and Fr. 
James Meyer and in Survey of a 
Decade, edited by Fr. Maximus Poppy 
and Paul R. Martin. No need, then, 
to go into detail here. What we must 
understand, however, is that 40 years 
ago the Third Order among us was 
an unknown quantity, a shapeless, 
limbless, headless mass. One is 
tempted to add functionless, but that 
would not be true; the essential life 
was there. 

A hundred thousand tertiaries were 
on the lists in those days, the blazing 
response to Pope Leo’s summons in 
that generation. And they worked, as 
their lights let them see their duty, at 
their salvation and the building up of 
God’s Church. 

But the fact that we have today 
just a hundred thousand organized 
tertiaries points to the worst need of 
tertiarism then—supervision, system, 
organization, solidarity, for the want 
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of which tertiaries and fraternities set 
up one year, disappeared the next. 
Counting our tertiaries today as they 
were counted then, three hundred 
thousand would be the approximate 
number with some 1200 fraternities 
the various obediences, 

The problem was to see that each 
organized fraternity came under the 
obedience of some Franciscan province 
or commissariat. Read the back issues 
of THE Forum as late as 1926 and you 
will find fraternities still existing that 
had no mooring in some _ province, 
established no doubt by an intinerant 
Franciscan missionary and put under 
the direction of a diocesan priest. 


The mightiest instrument toward 
solidarity and the awakening of ter- 
tiary consciousness has been the for- 
mation of our Central Tertiary Or- 
ganization, with its Directive and its 
Executive Board, welding into a 
united front all the tertiary units of 
the country under the various obe- 
diences. 

With the annual meetings of its 
Executive Board and with its quin- 


quennial national congresses, the Cen- | 
tral Tertiary Organization is, under © 


the conditions prevalent here, a colos- 


sal achievement, one that is unex- 


ampled in Tertiarydom, one that is 


cited as a model and is copied else- - 
where, one that meets the cordial ap- « 


proval of our Fathers General just as 


it corresponds with the wishes of the » 


Popes. With our unique American 


organization in mind, the ground work ; 


for International Organization was 


laid. 


Nor can anyone, knowing some- - 
thing of Franciscan history, believe ° 


that this happy consummation origi- 
nated spontaneously—this bringing 
together of the various Franciscan 
obediences for the common cause of 
the Third Order. 
achieved permanently at the first try 


Or that it was'|i 


i] 
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or that sucess was immediate. It took 
careful engineering. And it takes it 
today. 

One thing can wreck it today—and 
that is intemperate criticism and im- 
prudent pointing of the finger, notably 
when these things are unfair and un- 
true, however ignorantly so. It was 
not built up that way, it is not being 
held together that way. It took and it 
takes prudence, moderation, fairness, 
with all determination and energy. 
With them it will stand and fall. 

Besides, we are blessed today with 
full-time commissaries in many of the 
tertiary provinces. The fraternities are 
visited regularly as they should be. 
Commissaries are constantly exchang- 
ing information through the Central 
Secretary and the organization has 
acquired mobility and stability. 
Wuar Is a MovEMENT? 

With the sails of its organization 
trimmed at last, the Third Order 
should be able to advance into a full 
blown movement. Tertiaries (and 
many directors) have trouble with 
this word. What does the Third Order 
movement stand for in this country, 
or in the world? In an address to 
the Federation of Italian Women 
given October 14, 1956, Pope Pius 
XII defines his idea of a movement: 

“In the first place, your Federation 
is supposed to be a ‘movement’ in the 
modern sense of the term, that is, an 


activity aimed at attracting as many 


women as possible to an ideal, by 


stirring their conciences out of their 


lethargy, giving due consideration to 
their problems, and helping them to 
achieve any special aims they may 
have. 

“At the basis of every movement, 
you have an idea which is truly fruit- 
ful and truly binds it together; you 
must have an ideal, the longing for 
which serves as the heart of the move- 


ment by transmitting a vital, trresist- 
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THESE LED THE WAY 
Hintarron Duerk O.F.M. 
1883-1954 


To Fr. Hilarion Duerk O.F.M., more 
than to any other man, the Third 
Order is indebted for being brought 
out of the catacomb stage in this 
country. He was the organizing 
genius who brought together the 
First National Congress of the Third 
Order in Chicago, October 2-5, 
1921. Only his tremendous energy 
could have pushed through what 
then seemed like an immovable 
mass of divergent elements, some at 
cross purposes. His grasp of the 
Third Order enabled him to design 
a congress that dealt with funda- 
mentals. Much of the 1000 pages 
contained in the subsequent report 
was the work of his hand. That 
report was the basis on which the 
Third Order in this country built its 
superstructure. 

Shortly after the Congress and 
as a result of it, he began the Third 
Order Forum, (later called Francis- 
can Herald and Forum). It came on 
the scene in January, 1922, when 
Fr. Hilarion was busy doing spade 
work toward the founding of our 
National Organization. 

Under his direction, Third Order 
Fraternities in Cleveland, Chicago, 
St. Louis and Memphis received form 
and tradition carried on to the pres- 
ent day. 


| 
ible force to all the members.” 

In the light of that definition it is 
easy to see how Fr. James Meyer, writ- 
ing in the Forum in November 1935 
could ask “When is a Movement?” 
and answer: 

“Tt is not likely that the Franciscan 
movement would have caught on and 
prospered in the thirteenth century 
if it had presented itself to the public 
as just another more or less pious 
enterprise. Had it not come as some- 
thing not merely new and good but 
vital and pat to the needs of the day, 
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it would never have gotten beyond its 
brief day and age and perhaps a small 
circle of enthusiasts.” 

It was plain to those who pressed 
the tertiary movement in this country 
that were tertiarism today has got to 
take moorage is at the pivotal point 
of the three Evangelical counsels, with 
unquestionably a stout stress on Pov- 
erty. Something along religious lines 
to meet the economic situation is the 
crux of today as it was of St. Francis’ 
day. It would have to be along re- 
ligious lines. Legislation always falls 
flat. The human will must be moti- 
vated towards selfless charity which 
is the indispensable condition of peace 
and order in economic adjustment. 
Wuat Has Been Done? 

Chicago’s national congress in 1921 
was followed by the congresses in New 
York in 1926, of San Francisco in 
1931, of Louisville in 1936, Pittsburgh 
in 1941, Cincinnati in 1947 and Mil- 
waukee in 1952. 

As we gather for our eighth national 
congress in 1957, must we say that the 
achievements of the past twenty years 
have remained where they were then? 
The main purpose of the national or- 
ganization was: (1) to promote effi- 
ciency in the functioning of the Third 
Order and (2) to deepen and animate 
the spirit of the tertiaries. 

We select events and milestones at 
random. 
> Thirty-five years ago there was not 
so much as a standard version of the 
rule. The standard version in English 
brought a uniformity of teaching and 
instruction. 
® There was practically no local man- 
agement. There were few fraternity 
councils, and they mostly nominal. 
Elections were too often farcical if 
they were held at all. Often there were 
not even the essential records. 
> Manuals of regulations and officers 
guides issued by the various provinces 
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James Meyer O.F.M. 
1888-1955 


If Fr. Hilarion initiated the Third 
Order movement in this country, Fr. 
James Meyer must be credited with 
carrying it on and giving the move- 
ment momentum, shape and force. 
If Fr. Hilarion brought the Third 
Order out of the catacomb stage, 
to Fr. James must be attributed the 
gigantic task of keeping the Third 
Order of St. Francis out of the cata- 
combs by a relentless and sustained 
effort after the First National Con- 
gress. 

Fr. James took over the editing of 
the Third Order Forum almost from 
the start and continued on for 33 
years till his death. By every con- 
ceivable literary device he brought 
home the true meaning of the Third 
Order Movement, giving it pace and 
shape and implementing it by his 
practical Social Ideals of St. Francis. 
A lifetime of Franciscan study is de- 
ceptively unassuming in The words 
of St. Francis. Whose is the Land, 
is a masterly presentation of the 
theology of Tertiarism and Primer 
of Perfection is a handbook of Fran- 
ciscan asceticism. 

His parting words to the Third 
Order: ‘‘Let the work go on, quietly, 
determinedly, patiently, doggedly— 
if you will—give the movement 
time.” 


have put order into fraternity manage- - 
ment. Besides that, fraternities began ! 
making their own codes—local ground j 
rules. There was, for instance, no‘ 
standard practice as to good standing ¢ 
in a fraternity. There was no proper ! 
check on attendance at the monthly) 
meeting. These issues today may sound; 
innocuous but they were each burning | 
issues On One congress floor or another} 
over the years. 
> Only the barest ritual was employed| 
in most fraternities—the prayers be-} 
fore and after the meeting. Today) 


there are several complete tertiary rit- 
uals available. 

> There was no standard practice in 
receiving candidates to the order—no 
application blanks, no period of pos- 
tulancy, no special novice instruction 
classes. 

Today these things are taken for 
granted. Candidates are screened, in- 
structed and make a proper novitiate. 
> There was no Third Order Direc- 
tory listing each fraternity and the 
obedience to which it belonged. 

Let us insert parenthetically that 
many of these organizational changes 
came about through the untiring ef- 
forts of the former National Secretary, 
Fr. Maximus Poppy. It was he who 
designed one of the first application 
blanks. He it was who brought the 
envelope system of attendance check 
from a provincial congress to the na- 
tional floor. And it was his efforts that 
finally brought together there a com- 
plete list of all fraternities in a national 
directory. 
> During the past ten years leadership 
schools for directors and officer-terti- 
ary personnel have been developed 
and held mainly in the middle-west to 
make it available to all. The syllabus 
for many of these seminars was pre- 
pared by Fr. Maximus Poppy, past 
executive secretary and Fr. Philip 
Marquard, present executive secretary 
of the central organization. The “Back 
to the Rule” series of outlines used at 
the leadership schools interpreted the 
rule of the Third Order in truly Fran- 
ciscan terms, set against the back- 
ground of the life of St. Francis and 
the traditions of the order; vesting the 
scant skeleton of the rule with the firm 
flesh of the three Counsels as St. Fran- 
cis practiced and taught them, with all 
the heroism involved. 

The very word “heroism” brings us 
back to the Holy Fathers allocution to 
the tertiaries of Italy, July 1, 1956, in 
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which he uses just that word to de- 
scribe the basic spirit that must and 
did animate the Third Order: “The 
Third Order of St. Francis was born to 
satisfy this thirst for heroism among 
those who, though having to remain 
in the world, did not wish to be of the 
WOLld ge ae 


> Besides the annual leadership 
schools, some provinces have inaugu- 
rated regional leadership training 
courses in their own provinces for di- 
rectors and tertiaries. The best pos- 
sible use has been made of Provincial 
Convention papers and agenda to 
stage “small conventions” in areas 
where the Third Order fraternities can 
conveniently be grouped. This has 
opened up new areas of approach and 
enlivened what otherwise might have 
been another withered branch. It has 
developed lay leaders. 


> We find the Third Order fraterni- 
ties conducting study clubs on tertiar- 
ism, on the life of St. Francis and on 
Christian doctrine. 


> Out of the Third Order study clubs 
has grown a systematic course of train- 
ing for Third Order Novices. Fr. Ce- 
lestine Strub O.F.M. began a course in 
Chicago some 25 years ago and wrote 
the series for the Forum. By 1947 out- 
lines were made of this series and sent 
out as a service of the central office to 
all directors. These outlines were later 
expanded into two series of novice in- 
structions by Fathers Mark Hegener 
and Albert Nimeth. Prior to that we 
had the still standard and solid “Cate- 
chism of the Third Order’ by Fr. 
Ferdinand Gruen, “The Heart o’ the 
Rule” by Fr. Marion Habig and 
“Readings on the Rule” by Fr. Forest 
McGee. A local Chicago fraternity 
has devised a flip-chart method with 
manual for instructing postulants on 
the rudiments of the Third Order. 
Officers are trained to do this job— 
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again widening the officer responsibil- 
ity as it should be. 

> We find that more and more frater- 
nities are seeking their own quarters 
instead of being assigned one corner 
of a rectory parlor with a shelf for 
their books. 

> Credit Unions have been estanlished 
in a number of fraternities, some of 
them quite sizeable already, thus hark- 
ing back to an original Franciscan idea 
in the “Montes Pietatis” of Blessed 
Bernardin of Feltre and St. Bernardin 
of Siena. 

THE LARGER ISSUES 

Let us state from the start that we 
need not “look for” issues for the Third 
Order to act upon, or even to outline 
a program of action for it amid mod- 
ern conditions. The problem is to hold 
the Third Order to a program proper 
to its nature and not already being well 
prosecuted elsewhere. 

While the order encourages the ter- 
tiaries individually to promote, as the 
rule ordains, all that is approved wher- 
ever it may be; while it leaves it to the 
individual fraternity to choose its fa- 
vorite works of mercy: the Central 
Organization has nevertheless formu- 
lated for the tertiaries of the country 
generally a program that is as simple 
in itself as it is pat to the needs of the 
day, at the same time that it springs as 
naturally as can be from the tertiary’s 
profession and from the rule, spirit and 
traditions of the order. 

The Tree Potnt Procram has 
been called the tertiary’s program of 
poverty. For the vow of poverty which 
is made by members of the First and 
Second Orders as well as by those who 
observe the tertiary rule as regulars, 
has its counterpart in the rule of the 
Third Order Secular, where it takes 
the form of poverty in spirit. 

The program was sown in germ at 
the Sacred Heart Province convention 
in Cleveland in 1934, From there it 
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was brought to the floor of the Francis- 
can Education Conference through Fr, 
Marion Habig’s paper “Third Order 
Leadership Towards Social Progress” 
and in 1936 formed part of the agenda 
for the Louisville national convention. 

Fr. James Meyer found the words to 
give the program form, basing it 
squarely on a solid theology of ter- 
tiarism, summed up succintly in short 
paragraphs: 

“This is what we profess to do in the 
Third Order; to keep the command- 
ments of God and of the Church. And 
it is time people came forth and | 
pledged themselves again to do just 
that. For the matter of the Command- 
ments has become so maltreated and 
distorted out of shape that we scarcely 
recognize any more when it is being » 
transgressed. ) 

“That has come about because there : 
is in man that threefold so-called con- - 
cupiscence: greed of possession, lust of | 
pleasure, and pride of power. Between | 
them they blind our sight to what is § 
right and Christian and they are such ° 
a drag on the will that we give in to 7 
them often when we know better. Let » 
experts and ologists of this and that 
say what they will in their scientific ¢ 
jargon to tell why Society is in its: 
present bad way. After all, greed, lust, t 
pride, drawing men foul of the Com-1 
mandment — there is the true and¢ 
simple explanation. 

“But that makes necessary a deter-/ 
mined fight on those sources of mis- 
chief if Society is to be better for iti 
and if the Commandments are to be) 
kept. That is why the Franciscam 
Crusade is pledged not only to the 
Commandments but also to the rule) 
That rule if rightly understood ana 
practiced cuts straight at the threefold! 
mischief — at greed, with moderatior 
in outlay and gain; at lust, with mod\ 
eration even in lawful pleasure; an¢ 
at egoistic independence and over} 
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bearing, with readiness to fit into the 
fraternity and its work.” 


THE ProcrRamM EXPLAINED 


Out of that foundation grew his 
three - point economic program for 
tertiaries expanded into a series of 
lectures written in white hot heat 
within the space of a couple of months 
and now known as The Social Ideals 
of St. Francis published in 1938 as 
part of the official acts of the Louis- 
ville Convention. 


The tertiaries three-point economic 
program proposed by the editor of the 
Forum and adopted at the Louisville 
congress is: 1. To commit no sin in 
heart or hand for the sake of goods 
of fortune. 2. To observe moderation 
in acquiring and enjoying goods of 
fortune. 3. To share our goods of 
fortune with God and neighbor. 


“That program,” wrote Fr. James 
in 1937, “is a matter of obligation to 
tertiaries. ‘There is not only the obli- 
gation of fidelity to a program in 
congress accepted and pledged. There 
is also the obligation of the tertiaries’ 
public profession as tertiaries.” 


He drew out the three-point pro- 
gram by stating simply: “To the first 
point the very Commandments oblige 
the tertiary . . . The second point is 
a matter of the tertiary’s profession. 
The first paragraphs of the rule of 
life to which he publicly pledges 
himself, put upon him the obliga- 
tion of moderation in appointments 
and pleasures . . . The third point, so 
far as contributing to piety and charity 
goes, is again a matter of the tertiary’s 
profession. It is explicitly a part of 
the rule (2-12) to which his profession 
pledges him, while it is implicitly con- 
tained in no less than five other articles 
em os2 913,14 earl.” 

We are now down to the rock 
bottom spirit which the Holy Father 
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says 1s ‘‘Franciscan poverty which flees 
from luxury and which loves the things 
that give less pleasure to the eye and 
to vanity. From this is born Francis- 
can simplicity which brings the soul 
to search for God directly, following 
the short way, the simple way, that is 
to say, paying less heed to its own dis- 
figurement and more to the infinite 
beauty of God. From this springs 
Franciscan renunciation, total and con- 
tinual, but without shocks, without 
violence, without regrets —a_ sweet 
renunciation, made for the love of 
Jesus. From this surges that candid 
Franciscan joy, which is not the same 
as noisy gaiety or unseemly laughter, 
but is rather the tranquil smile, full of 
amiable serenity. 


“From this, above all, comes that 
universal charity which, because it sees 
everyone and everything in God, loves 
everyone and everything in him and 
for him, and which takes delight in 
everyone and everything because it 
takes delight in God. Deus meus et 
omnia! My God and my All! 


“The world has need of that Fran- 
ciscan spirit, of that Franciscan vision 
of life. It is your duty, beloved chil- 
dren, to know it thoroughly, to love it 
with enthusiasm, and above all to live 
it with the perfection that your state 
of life allows.” 


THe FRANCISCAN VISION OF LIFE 


“At the basis of every movement 
you have to have an idea which is 
truly fruitful and which binds  to- 
gether” (Pope Pius XII). The idea 
was there and it was put up in short 
brief formulas. The organization was 
there. The provinces of the country 
were almost one hundred percent or- 
ganized by 1938. There was a grow- 
ing urgency for a truly Franciscan 
movement to fulfill the expectations 
voiced by the Popes for a union of all 
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CatrHouic Action—THIRD ORDER— 
NCWC 


BisHop PROTECTOR 


How is the Third Order in this 
country joined to the work of the 
Hierarchy in Catholic Action? When 
Fr. Maximus Poppy O.F.M. was ex- 
ecutive secretary of the National 
Board, he approached the Hierarchy 
in the matter of official representa- 
tion in their councils; it led to the 
appointment of the late Bishop 
Christian Winklemann of Wichita 
as our first bishop protector. 

In the United States practically it 
is less the individual bishop than the 
body of our Hierarchy which is the 
voice of Catholic Action—through 
the National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference and its departments. One 
of these departments is exactly our 
federation of Tertiary provinces. 
The point of mutual relation between 
the NCWC and our federation is 
our so-called Bishop Protector, at 
this time the Most Reverend Richard 
J. Cushing, Archbishop of Boston. 
Through our Bishop Protector the 
federation remains ready for any 
mandate which NCWC may pass on 
to it while in turn what the federa- 
tion initiates becomes mandated 
Catholic Action, subject of course to 
the sanction of our Bishop protector. 
Self-evidently, the local bishop re- 
tains his full right as the head of 
the Catholic Action for his dioceses, 
and local tertiaries and tertiary 
groups should be the first to heed 
his wishes. 


Franciscan forces and a crusade on the 
part of these forces to win the world 
back to Christ the way St. Francis did. 

The years 1940-1943 may be called 
the Crusade Era of the Third Order 
in the United States. In the June 1947 
Forum, Fr. Maximus Poppy, executive 
secretary of the Third Order during 


those years, recalls the Crusades’ aim tion were issued from the Centr} 
and purpose. Office to all provinces, filtering dow 
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“Launched early in 1940, it was | 
sustained through that year and most | 
of the next, and terminated officially | 
with the Pittsburgh congress. Actually, | 
though, the crusading spirit had gath- | 
ered such momentum that it pushed | 
itself forward two years more, cul-| 
minating in the nationwide Peace Day} 
Observance of October 3, 1943. 

“The significance of the Crusade} 
lies in its pacemaking character. For) 
it was in these years that the organi 
Third Order in this country put itst 
best foot forward since being put oni 
its feet at the first national congresss 
of Chicago in 1921. No single major) 
undertaking by the organized forces: 
of Tertiarism surpasses that Crusadel 
for shaping the course of the order. 
whether we consider the latter as ant 
organization or as a movement. 

“When the job of recruitment fox 
the Crusade got under way, ideas ana 
policies hitherto sporadically broachec 
in the fraternities came to the surface 
in wholesale fashion. Issues such a) 
the following were discussed with! 
greater intensity and purposefulness ; 
Selectivity and discrimination in thi 
admission of new members; criteria o 
good standing; segregating the sheej? 
from goats; expandible material a 
against deadwood; and timber suite 
for the mission of the order. 

“The mission of the order! Ther: 
was an issue all by itself! Ideas of the 
sort had till then been just inchini 
their way into tertiary provinces anil 
fraternities as policies of managemen/ 
thanks to the crusading activities of 3 
few foresighted pioneers.” 

From the Crusade was born “Hid: 
den Power’? and membership applic: 
tion blanks. The idea of a tertiary vo 
cation was inculcated. The missionai: 
spirit in the members was enlivene# 
Uniform materials and modes of a 


| 


| ble the path and the return to Christ 


to the fraternity level. The formula 
was: prayer, education, fraternizing, 
uniform material and utilizing the 
inter-provincial set up. From the 
Forum came a sustained program of 
inspiration, information and homi- 
letic aids. And many a fraternity got 
its first introduction to the Tertiary 
Ritual at the Peace Prayer Observance 
Day when it used the Transitus issued 
to all by the Central Office. 

Here was a spiritual militia on the 
march! With common weapons! And 
a healthy diet of tertiary thought. 

The Crusade era had two objec- 
tives: (1) To fill the tertiaries them- 
selves with a deep consciousness of 
their mission and of the hopes reposed 
in them by the Holy See. (2) In this 
particular year the tertiaries meant to 
win converts to St. Francis’ rule of life, 
to the Third Order. More definitely, 
every son and daughter of St. Francis 
was to pledge himself to win at least 
one new active member to the ranks. 
It was not a membership campaign as 
such. It was thought of as an apos- 
tolate—of men and women, and youths 
from fourteen years on, being won to 
the idea of openly pledging themselves 
to be conscientious Christians, aspir- 
ing to love God and live their Faith 
in a way worthy of Christ the King, 
as did Francis, the herald of the great 
King. 

The Crusade took its inspiration 
from the Popes: “It is a question of 
opening to as many people as possi- 
after the fashion of St. Francis” 
(Benedict XV). 


TERTIARY YOUTH 

One of the results of the Crusade 
was the mushrooming of tertiary 
youth fraternities. Foundations had 
already been laid in Cleveland, Los 
Angeles, Cincinnati, but now the 
movement took an impetus and by 
1943 a small youth convention was 
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held at St. Peters in Chicago with 
Fr. Philip Marquard in charge. Ter- 
tiary youth activities have increased 
over the years, hampered seriously 
by the war and the Korean episode, 
but now again on the upswing espe- 
cially in college and high school 
groups. Three youth conventions, 
each drawing well over a thousand 
delegates at Loretto, Pennsylvania, 
St. Bonaventure University, New 
York, and at Notre Dame, Indiana, 
attest to the vitality of the youth 
movement sustained by _ energetic 
directors. 


THe Hour oF St, FRANCIS 

The Voice of the Franciscan Ter- 
tiary began as a project of St. Joseph 
Fraternity, Los Angeles, California in 
1945 then under the direction of the 
late Fr. Felix Pudlowski O.F.M. By 
the fall of 1946, the new director of 
the fraternity and of the Hour, Fr. 
Hugh Noonan O.F.M., proposed the 
Hour as a project to the Third Order 
Commissaries. It was taken up by 
some, distribution of the records still 
not systematized. By the summer of 
1947 the question of a national Third 
Order radio program was brought up 
on the floor of the national Third 
Order convention in Cincinnati and 
gained the full support of the Bishop 
Protector, Archbishop Richard J. 
Cushing. From then on the Hour 
grew rapidly and has since spread to 
some 800 stations and is heard almost 
the world over. The programs have 
been translated into French for 
Canadian listeners and lately have 
also been translated into Spanish for 
Central America and South America. 

The Hour is sustained principally 
by the 50 cent per capita tax which 
brings it an annual income of about 
$25,000.00. On this basis it operates 
and was even able to venture into the 
field of TV on a couple of occasions. 
The Fathers of the California Province 
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of St. Barbara have done an admirable 
job of utilizing this field to help bring 
the ideas and ideals of St. Francis to 
untold thousands and make the Third 
Order of St. Francis known through- 
out the country. The problem at times 
seemed insurmountable; the Hour 
threatened to collapse at times. Lesser 
men might have given way to dis- 
couragement. Patience and persever- 
ance and confidence in the idea has 
brought the Hour now to a sure foot- 
ing and a trumpeting Voice of the 
Franciscan Tertiary! 


SUNDAY OBSERVANCE PROJECT 


There is no doubt that the Third 
Order of St. Francis spearheaded what 
is today a national tendency to get 
back to some semblance of Sunday 
observance. When the thought was 
first broached by the Central organi- 
zation, some observers thought the 
Third Order would appear to be pos- 
ing like some pious old fuddy-duddy, 
demanding extreme blue-laws by in- 
sisting on Sunday observance. So far 
had our thinking gone astray from 
God’s Third Commandment! 

In every area where episcopal action 
has been taken, the way was first pre- 
pared by the work of the Third Order, 
spreading its “Stop, Don’t Shop on 
Sunday” stickers, bumper stickers and 
posters, working on its own and 
through any organization that wanted 
to take up the crusade. No credit 
line for the T.O. was asked for. In 
Chicago, for instance, more than 
50,000 bumper stickers were destrib- 
uted through the churches and organi- 
zations. Cardinal Mooney of Detroit 
issued a pastoral letter, as did Cardi- 
nals Spellman and Stritch of Chicago. 
Today the tide has definitely turned. 
Here is an area of tertiary action 
properly T.O,— to put God’s Com- 
mandments back where they belong 
in the observance of Catholics them- 
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selves. For, make no mistake, the 
Commandment of Sunday observance, 
was fast going into desuetude, at least 
in the minds of many Catholics. Why 
else such strong pastorals? (See Items 
of Interest in this issue. ) 


FRANCISCET FRANCISCUS! 

In a survey of this kind it is per- 
missible to list the many friars and 
the thousands of tertiary who, during 
the past forty years of organized Third 
Order in the United States, have con- 


tributed to the forging of an organi- _ 


zation that has moved steadily forward 
in a marching movement. 
stirred the ranks at times because it 
seemed that the Third Order was 


being overtaken by newer and fresher | 


organizations and movements, mod- 


ernly designed perhaps, and with an | 
immediate at-hand task to rally en- | 


thusiasm. Progress in the Third Order 


is necessarily slow both because it is ; 


as highly religious as a lay organization 
can become (it is a lay religious 
order), and because orders proverbi- 


ally grow slowly; the mushroomed or- - 


ders of knights, for instance, went into 


desuetude when the task at hand was ¢ 
Growth must be organic: 
hardy, sturdy, with deep roots in the = 


finished. 


spirit and traditions of the order. 


But neither should such reflection >| 
prohibit us from taking stock of our- - 
selves and reassessing our position and : 
progress over forty years. Progress has « 


been slow. Perhaps too slow. At any § 
rate the Popes from Leo XIII to Pius : 
XII have called on the Third Order | 


to rally and expect from it great things. : 


They expect it to be a kind of pilot) 


a city on the hill of Christianity to! 
which all should aspire. They expect! 


it to be a bulwark against the rising), 
tide of materialism and comfort-con-). 


scious existence of our times. 
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Panic has | 


plant of Christian virtue for a model? 
to the world. They expect it to bey 


Years ago an article appeared in one 
of the journals entitled ‘Franciscus 
Franciscet!” ‘The world needs to be 
Francisized! The Franciscan message 
to the world has got to be spread—and 
with much more vigor! This means 
getting both new members into the 
order, and propagandizing the ideals 
and ideas of St. Francis by the Fran- 
ciscans in laymen’s clothing walking 
the streets of the world. 


To Francisize the world today means 
a fresh idea of what it means to love 
God in daily life. God created us in 
his image and likeness, and God is 
love. We are, therefore, made in the 
image and likeness of Love itself. And 
the Son of God took flesh and sum- 
marized the rules of life for us he 
stated it simply: Love. Love God 
with all your strength: mind, heart, 
soul; love your neighbor with the same 
solicitous love you have in looking out 
for yourself. More simply: If you love 
me, keep my commandments. And 
still more concretely, He identifies him- 
» self with every human being and asks 
us to love “the least of his brethren” 
+ because what we do to the least we do 
“to Me.” 


Francis learned to see Christ in the 
leper, and presently to realize the 
Reality of the Blessed Sacrament. He 
went on to realize how Christ honored 
our nature in the Incarnation, how 
| Christ rated such as himself worthy of 
i His Blood in the Redemption, worthy 
: to be members of His Mystical Body. 

What Christ so loved, Francis had 
to love. What Christ loved to such a 
a ah he had to love with all means 
- that could make his fellow men worthy 
, of such Divine favor. 


That is what St. Francis gave to his 
) world. He gave the world a new in- 
) sight into certain mysteries of the Faith 
_ which give life, and all the activity of 
: man for God and man, sense and con- 
sistency. Franciscet Franciscus! 
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THe NEEDS OF THE Hour 


> Forty years ago there was hardly a 
propaganda piece of literature in Eng- 
lish on the Third Order available. Fr. 
James Meyer wrote one of the first en- 
titled “A Call and the Answer.” 
Others followed. Explanations on the 
rule of the order found their way 
through the country by Fr. Ferdinand 
Gruen O.F.M. (Catechism of the 
TO) Heartvo “thes Rules by= Fr: 
Marion Habig O.F.M., “Explanation 
of the Rule,” by Fr; John Forest 
McGee O.F.M. Since then the Fran- 
ciscan presses in various parts of the 
country have brought out a balanced 
assortment of Franciscana from the 
most scholarly to the very popular. 
There are half a dozen good lives of 
St. Francis now available. There are 
a good number of pieces of Third 
Order promotion material. But the 
principal task is to educate the terti- 
aries in Franciscanism and get our 
tertiaries to read. “Leaders Must Be 
Readers” is a Forum-slogan used 
over the years. We desperately need 
Franciscan depth in our lay tertiary 
leaders. 


> Our contact with tertiaries is often 
tenuous enough. We need straighter 
and more direct lines of Communica- 
tion from Commissary Provincial to 
director to council to the individual 
member, and back again to the Cen- 
tral Organization. Mailing lists and 
fraternity directories should come in- 
to being. Provinces ought to begin 
making a central file of all tertiaries: 
names, dates of birth, investment, 
profession and occupation. Pertinent 
material should be filed about each 
tertiary: accomplishments, abilities 
etc. The best possible use of many 
tertiary talents has often been neg- 
lected through ignorance of their ex- 
istence. Why, for instance, don’t we 
get a greater variety of tertiaries to 
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talk at conventions and gatherings? 


> We need, therefore, more specific 
information on our _ membership. 
Communications should be set up be- 
tween tertiary members of the same 
professions and occupations. Arch- 
bishop Cushing urged this already at 
the Cincinnati convention in 1947. 
Tertiary doctors, lawyers, nurses, 
members of various trades, need spe- 
cial attention and inspiration. 


> Though the laity has more and 
more assumed its rightful position in 
the direction of the Third Order, still 
we need more tertiary autonomy in 
the direction of their own order. As 
far back as the late 1920’s the editor 
of the Forum insisted on this auton- 
omy for the very life of Third Order. 
He wrote, and he was quoted across 
the world: “Either we must adopt 
measures under the existing constitu- 
tion of the Third Order to leave the 
laity a more ample share of respon- 
sibility for the institution founded for 
them—a responsibility which the First 
Order cannot shoulder or the 
Third Order will never get beyond 
its intrinsic excellence to the stage of 
glorious achievement.” 


> We repeat what we stated in the 
March 1957 issue of the Forum, that 
it is time for the Third Order in the 
United States to assume its rightful 
place and proper responsibility for 
carrying on the works of mercy that 
are so much a part of the Order’s 
spirit and tradition. This can only be 
done by a renewed consciousness of 
the Common Fund’s basic role in the 
Fraternity as an instrument for car- 
rying out the spirit of poverty in a 
practical manner. Recommendation 
16 of the International Congress of 
Tertiaries held in Rome in 1952 par- 
ticularly urges that well-to-do mem- 
bers contribute “‘according to their 
means” to make the fraternity’s 
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charitable activities representative of 
the Franciscan spirit. A far larger 
Common Fund is indicated than our 
fraternities normally have at their 
disposal. 


> We need too, in this connection, a 
re-evaluation of the Three Point 
Economic Program for tertiaries in 
the light of the changing economic 
conditions and especially in the light 
of making use of normal and prudent 
credit which in the early 1930's (de- 
pression days) was like mortal sin! 


> We must evaluate our youth work | 
and see to it that the growing number ° 
of young married couples entering the : 
order receive the proper indoctrina- - 
tion as tertiary founders of truly 
Catholic families. At the same time 
a firm national policy ought to be 
adopted (after so many years of 
lingering, time-healing compromises) | 
for getting married couples to trans- 
fer from youth or intermediary groups § 
(terminology is not always uniform) | 
to the regular or general fraternities. | 
Special social. groups or clubs -can be 
established within the general frater- ‘ 
nity. Organization in this area is | 
haphazard and hampering to the¢ 
T.O. movement. 


=a 


> Over the years since the Louisville ¢ 
Convention (1934) the Third Order: 
had tried to establish lines of contact: 
with the Regular Third Order, mean-i 
ing especially the almost 80 various1 
communities of Franciscan Sisterhoods! 
in this country. We have succeeded in 
some areas in interesting the Sistersr 
both in the Third Order and in cre-? 
ating in them a new yearning for 
knowledge of their Franciscan voca-i 
tion. This source of Franciscan dy+ 
namism needs much more explora+ 
tion and priming! Every force of) 
Franciscanism must be enlisted ang. 


to neglect the Regular Third Order 
(See page 387) | 
HERALD 
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F.. THE PAST 170 years the famous 
Swallows of Capistrano return to the 
mission on March 19 and just as 
faithfully leave the mission on Oc- 
_ tober 23. Where they go, nobody 
seems to know. How they sustain 
their long tedious journey over the 
open sea nobody seems to know 
either. 

An old Mexican at the mission 
| used to tell the tourists this story. 
(Whether fact or fiction, I do not 
i know.) “Whenever the birds leave 
the mission, each one takes a little 
twig in his beak. When the journey 
becomes tiring, the bird puts the twig 
on the water to take a rest. Having 
rested, he picks up the twig and con- 
* tinues his journey.” To be sure that 
) twig is a burden for that bird, but is 
j is also a life-saver. 
¥ Our journey over the sea of life 
/ can be compared to the flight of those 
* swallows. If we want to reach the goal 
} toward which we strive, we have to 
‘take upon ourselves the burden of 
} mortification. It is not easy to fast, to 
/ abstain, to limit our recreation, to sac- 
* rifice pleasure, to forego satisfying the 
/ natural cravings of our body. It is 
‘a burden, just as it is a burden for 
| the swallow to carry the twig. At the 
/ same time, however, it will be a life- 
| saver, an eternal life-saver. 

Mention mortification to our mod- 
ern people and they run helter skel- 
ter for shelter. It is a harsh word for 
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our soft ears. Mortification is a bug- 
bear to a lot of people simply because 
they do not understand its meaning. 
Right away the word conjures up 
visions of hairshirts, emaciating fasts, 
nightly vigils and the like. Nonsense. 
Mortification is nothing more than the 
moral force we must apply in order 
to live according to reason, conscience 
and faith. It is the power we must 
exert in order to fulfill our duties to 
God, to our neighbor and to ourselves. 
It is the strength we must develop in 
order to live as we all desire to live, 
as reasonable, decent, noble-minded 
men and women. 

On what do we exert this force? 
What are we fighting? Not our nature. 
Our nature is not bad. It is wounded 
and weakened, but not bad. Not our 
faculties, our mind, our will, our 
imagination, for these are not bad 
either. Not our passions. There is 
nothing wrong with love, anger, ha- 
tred, joy, sorrow. We need our pas- 
sions. Without them we would be 
strange creatures indeed. 

The object of our attack is the un- 
reasonable use of our faculties and the 
unreasonable indulgence of our pas- 
sions. Unreasonable or inordinate 
means whatever is inconsistent with 
our reason, Our conscience and our 
faith. The purpose of mortifications is 
not to stifle, nor hinder, nor spoil nor 
destroy nature, but to help, to guide, 
to guard, to direct and improve it. 
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This series was written for the National Third Order 
Youth Convention held at St. Bonaventure in 1955. ? 


It is the work of Barbara Van de Putte (now Mrs. J. 
Valentine), Caroljean Cambora and Mary Pasqual 
(new Sister Peter Nelaseo O.S.F.). 


The Friends of St. Francis 
Parev’ If 
The Men and Their Virtues : 


) eS EVERYONE LOOKED up 
to Francis and considered him a liv- 
ing embodiment of all he preached, 
still he used to maintain that the ideal 
Lesser Brother had: 

The loyalty of Brother Bernard, 

The simplicity and purity of Brother 
Leo; 

The courtesy of Brother Angelo, 
who had been a knight at one time; 

The gracious mien and inborn sen- 
sitiveness of Brother Masseo (together 
with his devout language) ; 

The mind of Brother Giles; 

Brother Rufino’s gift of continuous 
prayer, 

The patience of Brother Juniper; 

The bodily and spiritual power of 
Brother John Lodi; 

The solicitous concern of Brother 
Lucido, and 

The charity of Brother Roger. 

Who were these men? Well, just 
as Christ had his apostles, St. Francis 
had his friends and followers too. One 
of these men was called Bernard of 
Quintavalle. He was a lawyer and 
highly for his sense of 
justice. He was well off, popular, 
content, a little on in life. Every- 
thing was routine, normal, just as it 
should be for a respectable, middle- 
aged lawyer. 


regarded 


And suddenly it was 
all shattered by a shockingly ragged 
little man. Why should he pay atten- 
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tion to this little fellow? Heaven only 
knew Assisi was full of beggars. But 
this happy wanderer seemed to really - 


have something. At any rate he was | 


going to find out. So he invited 
Francis to spend the evening with 
him. The guest’s bed was prepared in 
Bernard’s own room. 
himself on the bed at once and pre- 
tended to fall asleep. Bernard did 
the same thing. When Francis was 
quite sure that Bernard was off im fj 
dreamland, he slipped out of bed and | 


to his knees. Through the whole night { 
he wept and whispered, “My God and 3 


My All.’ Then he crawled back in- / 


to bed in the morning and pretended 4 
he had slept all night. That was all. | 


But that was enough for Bernard. | 


The next day St. Francis had a new ¥ 


companion, 
BERNARD, THE First-BorN 
We know that Bernard was elevated 1 


to such a high state of holiness that // 


he received a special gift in being able 
to withdraw himself from the world,! 
and stay in contemplation for longs 
periods. Brother Giles used to say) 
that in these Divine flights he was fed\! 
like the swallows. 

Francis had such confidence in him)! 


that he sent him on a mission to} 


Florence. 


The friars were all abused and re-'/| 


viled and when night came, they had) 


HERALD AND 


Francis threw 


FORUMh| 


H 


i will also. 


= 


' revealed that Bernard was 
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j no place to sleep. One of the house- 
/ wives was just relenting enough to 
| allow them to sleep in her backyard 


when her husband drove them out, 
thinking they were thieves. So they 
spent the night in the open, shivering. 
Of course they heard early Mass and 
the lady was there too. Seeing them 
so wrapt in the Holy Sacrifice, she 


, knew her husband was wrong. Thieves 


didn’t pray like that. 
And while she was thinking these 
things a man who was dispensing alms 


_ to the poor, offered some to the friars. 


They refused and you can imagine 
how astonished he was when Bernard 
explained that their poverty was self- 
chosen. 


Between Bernard and Francis there 
was perfect understanding and obedi- 
ence. Once when Francis took a 
group of friars on a pilgrimage, Ber- 
nard was among them. It was an 
enviable thing and no doubt he had 


# looked forward to it for a long time. 
However, on the way, they came 


across a sick old man with no one to 
care for him. Francis turned to Ber- 
nard and said, “I wish you would stay 


5 here and tend to this sick man.” And 
» Bernard stayed. 


Once Francis doubted Bernard’s 
obedience. He had arranged a meet- 


} ing with him, but when he called, he 


We would say, 
But then God 
so rapt 
in prayer, he didn’t even hear him. 


received no answer. 
he felt kind of sore. 


'! Of course Francis then felt very cheap 
+ so he commanded Bernard under holy 
4 obedience to do whatever he should 


ask. Bernard said he would, provided 
that afterwards Francis should do his 
Francis agreed. Imagine 
his surprise when Bernard demanded 


|. that whenever Francis saw him, he 
_ should spend the time rebuking him 


for his faults. So from then on Fran- 


\ cis avoided him because he didn’t 
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consider this the most pleasant con- 
versation material. 

But when Francis was dying he 
called for Bernard. “Where is my 
first-born? Come close to me, my son, 
that my soul may bless you before I 
die.” The humble Bernard shlyly 
pushed Elias forward instead, but 
Francis wasn’t deceived. So Bernard 
went to him, and Francis said, “You 
were the first born. Not only did you 
give of your substance and distribute 
it wholly and freely to the poor for 
the love of Christ, but you offered 
yourself also to God in our order as 
a sacrifice of sweetness. May you be 
blessed by our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and by me, poor little one, his servant, 
with blessings everlasting, going and 
coming, watching and sleeping, living 
and dying.” 


THe Foo. or Gop 

And another friar whom Francis 
loved much was Juniper. He was an 
impossible fellow. No matter how you 
explain his stories, they still leave 
more to be explained. Juniper be- 
lieved the right things, and he had the 
right motives. He just went about 
expressing them in the wrong way. 
He was a perfect logician, only too 
fast from premise to conclusion. 

For instance, there was a_ sick 
brother who desired pig’s feet so very 
much. Out of Christian charity, 
Juniper felt bound to go and procure 
the pig’s foot. So he ran and cut the 
foot off the first pig he saw. He didn’t 
even bother to kill the pig first. That 
anyone should mind this type of 
Christian charity didn’t even occur to 
him. Needless to say, the owner was 
enraged and vented his anger verbally 
on Francis who was quite sure that 
none of his brothers would ever do 
such a thing—that is until he remem- 
bered Juniper. So he scolded him 
roundly and told him to go and 
apologize. Juniper was amazed but 
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nevertheless did as he was told. The 
farmer was so pleased with his com- 
plete sincerity and utter simplicity, 
that Juniper wound up bringing him 
the rest of the pig. And as Francis 
saw him coming up the road, he ran 
to meet him crying, “Would to God I 
had a whole forest of such Junipers.” 

He was a living example of our 
Lord’s statement, “Be simple as doves.” 
One day it seemed to him that 
Brother Cook didn’t have enough 
time for prayer inasmuch as there 
was so much work in the kitchen. So 
he voiced his opinion and soon found 
himself in charge of the pots and 
pans. But he wasn’t going to deprive 
himself of his prayers, so he decided 
to make enough food to last all week. 
He ran out and begged pots, fowl, 
eggs, herb, and other victuals, and 
put everything on the fire in the one 
pot. That is to say, the fowl in their 
feathers, the eggs with their shells, 
and everything else just as it was. 
But when he set it before the friars, 
the Fioretti says, ““There was not a 
pig in all the land of Rome so fam- 
ished as to have eaten it.” Right 
principle! Wrong application! 

Another time the sacristan, in a 
reckless moment, asked Juniper to 
guard the chapel for a little while. 
He had just decked out the altar. 
The sacristan hadn’t been gone long 
when he realized his mistake. He 
dashed right out, but already he was 
too late. Juniper had just cut off 
some silver bells decorating the altar 
cloth and given them to a_ poor 
woman, This time he was given a 
verbal tongue lashing by Father 
Guardian. 

In fact he scolded so long and loud 
that he made himself hoarse. So 
Juniper was most concerned. He set 
about concocting a remedy that was 
enough to turn a pharmacist gray. 
When he finished, he took it to the 
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Guardian. It happened to be in the 
middle of the night. We can imagine | 
how the Guardian felt and what he 
said on being awakened at such an 
hour by Juniper with a bowl of vile ; 
smelling stuff which he scarcely be- . 
lieved edible, thrust into his face. , 
Nothing daunted, Juniper calmly 
said, ‘Father, since you won’t eat this 
which was prepared for you, at least 
hold the candle for me and I'll eat { 
it.” This simplicity was too much for ¢ 
the Guardian. So he said, ‘“‘Well, since = 
you will have it so, you and I will eat | 
together.” ) 

By this time Juniper had made « 
quite a reputation for himself. Large ¢ 
numbers of people considered him a 7 
saint. In Rome, a mob came out to¢ 
do him honor. Deep down he knew : 
he wasn’t worthy of it, so he looked : 
for a way out. Spying a seesaw with f 
a group of children, he jumped on one « 
end, the children on the other; they» 
traveled up and down till most of the; 
crowd left in disgust. Here was a man} 
destitute of all natural advantage ex- | 
cept the power of giving himself! 
whole-heartedly to God, except the: 
genius of being simple. And then: 
there was Brother Giles. 


SAGE BROTHER GILES 

When Brother Giles decided to en-1 
ter the order he was put to an imme-3 
diate test. He was traveling withi 
Francis on the road to town to pur-1 
chase a new habit when they met ani 
old woman begging. Of courses 
Francis had nothing. So he turned tot 
Giles and said, “Brother, for the love’ 
of God let US give YOUR mantle tat 
this woman.” Without a word Giles 
tore his cloak off, handed it to thei 
woman, and apologized for not having) 
thought of it first. | 

Francis loved work and made it 
clear that he wanted all his brothers) 
to do work of some kind. Giles wen} 
all out. When he was in Rome hd 
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spent his day by first attending early 
Mass and then chopping wood in a 
forest eight miles away. He peddled 
it in the city. One day a woman made 
him an offer, but when she discovered 
that he was a religious, she wanted to 
give him more. He refused and even 
walked off with one-half of the stipu- 
lated sum. Another time he _ over- 
heard a man in the marketplace re- 
fusing to gather walnuts because the 
place was too far away and the tree 
too high. A good sum of money was 
offered too. So Giles stepped up and 
said he would do it for part of the 
walnuts as payment. The tree proved 
to be higher than he ever dreamed. 
He was terrified, but making the Sign 
ef the Cross, he climbed up and 
shook the tree till the walnuts fell 
like hailstones. Then he was obliged 
to make his habit into a sack to hold 
his share. Finally, after all that work, 
he ended up giving the walnuts to the 
poor. 

Speaking of work, Giles was never 
at a loss. He did everything from 
weaving baskets to burying the dead. 
For instance, a Cardinal once invited 
Giles to spend some time with him. 
Naturally he felt obliged to provide 
for his necessities. But Giles wouldn’t 
have it so. Every day he went out 
and worked for his meals. However, 
one morning when he awoke the rain 
was coming down in buckets and the 
Cardinal chuckled because he thought 
he had him at last. But the dauntless 
Giles spent the day cleaning his 
kitchen for two rolls of bread, and the 
astonished Cardinal saw him carry 
them to the table at mealtime. 

Giles was well known for his humor 
as well as his industry. He knew how 
to handle a difficult situation. There 
was one brother in the order who 
loved nothing better than a good 
argument. Giles was talking to him 
one evening, and the discussion was 
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getting warmer by the minute when 
suddenly Giles pulled out a little reed 
pipe. “Brother, can you sing? Well 
then, come and sing with me.’ It 
turned out to be a pleasant evening 
after all. But if things didn’t bother 
Giles, they certainly did Sylvester. 


SYLVESTER THE PRIEST 

Sylvester watched the ragged little 
man and the tidy lawyer giving out 
money in the middle of the street. It 
was the day Bernard decided to join 
Francis; they were giving away Ber- 
nard’s money in the public square. 
Wasn’t Francis the fellow who had 
bought stones from him to repair San 
Damiano? Maybe those stones were 
worth more than he had sold them 
for. At any rate, he could put some 
of those shekels to as good a use as 
anyone else. So he elbowed his way 
to Francis and said as much. Francis 
didn’t argue. “You shall have their 
value in full,’ he said, thrusting 
enough coins in Sylvester’s hands to 
pay for a whole mountain. Then he 
added innocently, “Are you sure that’s 
enough?” 

Enough! Enough! Enough! It 
haunted Sylvester. That night he saw 
Francis in a vision with a golden cross 
coming out of his mouth which 
reached up to Heaven and extended 
to the extreme East and West. The 
next day Sylvester became a Frair 
Minor. This necessitated disposing of 
all his carefully gathered wealth. 
That, for him, was his greatest con- 
quest. Although he spent much of 
his time praying in solitude, he still 
did a lot in the active apostolate. God 
must have loved Sylvester, his own 
anointed one, very much, for he gave 
him the privilege of being the first 
Franciscan priest. 

LittLe Lams or Gop 

St. Francis had two shadows; his 

own and Brother Leo. He was Fran- 
(See page 395) 
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Franciscan Italy 
by Mark Hegener O.F.M. 


La VerNA: THE SUMMIT 


li Ware NORTH FROM Cortona we come to Arezzo 
and on into the Arno valley. A little north of Arezzo 
we can make the ascent of Mt. La Verna (about 95 
miles from Assisi), beginning either at Rassina or 
Bibiena, but the road from the latter place is bet- 
ter. La Verna is tall, stern and unique, an outstand- 
ing Franciscan sanctuary, also situated in Tuscany 
and not in Umbria. A little east of La Verna the 
Tiber rises from its source on Monte Fumaiolo; to 
the west, the Arno begins on Monte Falterona. The 
foothills of the mountain are terraced with fields 
and vineyards. The higher we climb, the more un- 
tillable is the land of La Verna—stretches of barren 


wasteland and broad patches of shale and gravel. 


The top of the mountain ends in a sharp reef of 
rock, sheer and precipitous on all sides but with a 
beautiful forest growing right out of the rock. The 
friary with its sacred shrines literally hangs on the 
southwestern portion of the cliff. 
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In 1213 FRANCIS received the LaVerna summit as 
a gift from Count Orlando of Chiusi. Francis at once 
sent two friars to take possession in God’s name and 
to build a few little brush wood cells there. In 1215 
Francis himself visited the mountain for the first 
time, and kept a forty day fast. Also in 1216, 1217, 
and 1221. The last time, in 1224, he was keeping 
a forty day fast in preparation for the feast of St. 
Michael when he received the grace of the Stigmata 
on the feast of the Holy Cross, September 17. The 
chapel of the Stigmata was built on the spot, the 
stone having been marked with a piece of iron by 
Brother Leo who witnessed the apparition. The 
reredos of the altar in this chapel is the tremendous 
and moving work of della Robbia: Christ on the 
cross with Mary and John, Francis and Jerome. On 
the floor in front of the altar is the spot where 
Francis received the five wounds of Christ, now cov- 
ered with a glass and honored with fresh flowers 
daily. 


ri 
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Conference on Tertiary Duties 


Checking Your Feeord 


y OUR THIRD ORDER RULE obliges 
you to examine your conscience daily. 
The importance of this obligation can 
hardly be overstressed as it is essential 
to self-knowledge and real growth in 
virtue. 


l. Your CONSCIENCE 

The first step in the examination of 
your conscience is to truly know what 
your conscience is and to understand 
the nature of a correct conscience. 
Your conscience is not something from 
outside of you, nor a “voice” within 
you. It is your own honest judgment, 
about how you ought to act. It is that 
word “ought” within you. It is that 
word “ought” that is a sign of con- 
science. It shows you are aware of a 
law (the natural law) and a Lawgiver 
(God). For example, I have an op- 
portunity for a good job, but it will 
keep me from Holy Mass on Sunday. 
Shall I take it? Ought I refuse it? 

Hence your conscience is not a voice 
whispering to you. It is your mind 
judging whether an action is right or 
wrong. It is an act of your mind 
which applies the moral law to your- 
self in a particular case. 

Sometimes your power of judging 
works correctly; at other times, in- 
Normally your conscience 
may work in different ways. It is 
right, when it judges as good that 
which is really good, and bad that 
which is really bad. A false conscience 
does the opposite. Your conscience is 
certain, when you have no reasonable 
fear that your judgment is wrong. 


correctly. 
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by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


Here you have a distinct advantage 
in being a good Catholic because the 
moral teachings of the Catholic 
Church are very definite and certain. 
Outside the Church there is doubt 
about almost everything. 


Yet a normal conscience can be 


doubtful. In this case you hesitate in — 


deciding whether an action is good or 
bad. You are obliged to find out for 
certain. You clear up doubts by ask- 
ing someone who knows (a priest). 
If you do not have time to ask, you 
should take the safer course. 


Your normal conscience can also 
be perplexed at times when there are 
two certain laws and you do not know 
which to obey. Someone is sick in 
your home on Sunday morning. Shall 
I go to Mass or take care of the sick 
person, you ask yourself? If you are 
an informed Catholic you will know 
that you should take care of the sick 
person. A_ perplexed Catholic does 
not know what to do. 


You must see to it that your con- 
science never becomes abnormal. It is 
abnormal when it is lax, dead, or scru- 
pulous. It is lax when it allows what 
is really forbidden, or when it con- 
siders mortal sins as venial sins, or 
when it judges something as no sin 
which is really wrong. Your con- 
science is dead when a long-continued 
habit of sin, or the intentional 
stifling of the promptings of con- 
science, have made your judgment 
weak and helpless. You should pray 
never to have such a diabolical con- 
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science. On the other hand your con- 
science is scrupulous, when it makes 
mortal sins out of venial sins, or makes 
sins which are not sins in reality, or 
insists on confessing sins which have 
been confessed sincerely before. Only 
absolute obedience to your confessor 
can cure you of a scrupulous con- 
science. 

You form a good normal conscience 
by attentively listening to sermons, by 
reading Catholic books, by prayer and 
regular confession and Communion, 
by attending missions and retreats. 

A witty scapegrace wrote some time 
ago to a reformer who was conducting 
a campaign against the use of liquor 
and tobacco that it was indulgence in 
the very things that the latter was in- 
veighing against that distinguished 
man from the animals. But while man 
has vices from which the lower crea- 
tures are free, the supreme attribute 
of human beings that distinguishes 
them from brutes is the possession of 
a conscience. 


The workings of conscience were 
strikingly exemplified in “The Post” 
of Veedersburg, Indiana, telling of the 
receipt of a dollar by a woman from 
an undentified person who wrote that 
sixty years ago he stole a melon from 
her father’s farm and could not die 
easy unless he made restitution for it. 
We smile as we read of conscience so 
tender that the possessor is tormented 
by remembrance of so petty a mis- 
demeanor of so long ago. But it is 
tender consciences that make for 
probity. 

The amount stolen does not neces- 
sarily have any bearing on the pain 
that the sin causes, for the United 
States Treasury has received letters 
just as penitent from contributors of 
tiny amounts to the “conscience fund” 
as have come from heavy embezzlers. 
One person sent a two-cent stamp on 
being stricken with remorse for having 
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mailed a letter deficient to that amount 
in the required postage. Another sent 
four cents for having stolen a news- 
paper from the library of Congress. 
They were apparently suffering just 
as keenly from the goadings of con- 
science as the man who sent $80,000 
dollars to the government “conscience 
fund” in 1915 when Mr. McAdoo was 
secretary of the Treasury. It is inter- 
esting to note, in this connection, that 
the United States Treasury ‘“con- 
science fund,” started with a contribu- 
tion of five dollars in 1811 during 
President Madison’s administration, 
now exceeds half a million dollars. 


2. EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE 

You must have a sincere and true 
knowledge of yourself in order to over- 
come your failings and make progress 
in virtue. A proper and regular ex- 
amination of conscience will be a 
tremendous aid towards this self- 
knowledge. It not only helps you to 
know your faults, but also to under- 
stand your good qualities in order to 
supernaturally motivate them and ex- 
press gratitude to God for his gifts 
to you. 


No doubt you have heard some say 
that the “loyalty investigations” are 
absolutely unnecessary. Others, how- 
ever, believe that these efforts to weed 
out traitors and other undesirables 
from our government are definitely 
necessary. Since the latter is true, we 
strongly believe that each one of us 
has to do a little investigating of our 
own personal loyalty to God, to our 
Order, and to ourselves. This inves- 
tigation is necessary to see whether 
you are really loyal followers of Christ 
and St. Francis as you profess to be, 
or whether you are in reality traitors 
to the cause of Christ and Francis, or 
at any rate sympathizers and fellow 
travellers with Satan or the world or 


the flesh. 
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The loyalty investigation cannot be 
made by anyone else but yourself. You 
must look into your own soul and re- 
alistically face the evidence, no mat- 
ter how unpleasant it may be. 


You should make this examination 
of conscience part of your night pray- 
ers, and you must adhere to it regu- 
larly as your Rule demands. Hit 
and miss methods or no method at all 
will profit you little. You begin your 
efforts by calling on the Holy Spirit, 
that divine light which “searcheth 
the reins and hearts” of men. He will 
help you to faithfully and truthfully 
judge your actions of the day. 


You then make a brief review of 
your activities during the day; you 
actually “render an account of your 
stewardship.” Run through your ex- 
ternal and internal actions. As to your 
external actions, ask yourself: Did I 
perform the duties of my vocation in 
life? Did I avoid occasions of sin? 
Did I neglect opportunities to do 
good? Regarding your internal ac- 
tions you can inquire: Did I avoid 
uncharitable and sinful thoughts? 
Were my intentions always motivated 
by charity, or by selfishness? There- 
upon ask about your former resolu- 
tions. Did I carry out my plans for 
elimination of my faults? 


After you have surveyed the day, 
you should make plans for overcoming 
your predominant fault or some par- 
ticular fault. You do this by choosing 
a positive remedy against the fault, 
practicing the virtue, or doing pen- 
ance by way of self-denial. 

You close your examination of con- 
science with a good act of contri- 
tion, preferably perfect contrition, 
and also with a short, personal act of 
thanksgiving to God for all his bless- 
ings and especially the graces of the 
current day. 


You must beware of routine exami- 
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nations that are too superficial. You 
could be going to Holy Mass, abstain- 
ing and fasting, but still be betraying 
your Lord and Master. Some of the 
worst traitors to our country’s flag are, 
from all appearances, very conscien- 
tious and law-abiding citizens. They 
pay their taxes regularly, and openly 
obey all laws. Our Divine Savior has 
reduced this test of loyalty to himself 
to a very simple formula: “Either 
you are for me or against me.” There 
is no alternative. You must be for 
God all the way, all the time, or else 
you must admit that you are not really 
for him at all. You are a traitor if you 
are on God’s side when the going is 
easy and requires no sacrifice, but slip 
over to Satan’s camp when things are 
hard. St. Francis was a truly wholly 
Catholic and apostolic man. When 
you follow the path of St. Francis you 
are following the path of Christ, and 
as St. Francis assures you, you will 
bring peace and happiness to your 
life here besides obtaining everlasting 
joy in heaven. 

Down in the back woods of Ala- 
bama a man who had never seen a 
looking glass found a pocket mirror 
that some tourist had dropped. He 
took one look at it and exclaimed: 
“A picture of my dear old grand- 
father.’ A few days later his wife 
came upon the mirror when mending 
her husband’s coat. ‘Oh,’ she said, 
as she gazed upon it, “A picture of a 
woman, and what an ugly looking 
hag she is!” 

That is about as near as the average 
person comes to knowing himself. 
When he listens to a sermon in which 
his faults are minutely pointed out, 
he says to himself: “What a picture 
of Tom Jones! How that hits Smith 
between the eyes!” But he never ap- 
ples the words to himself. 


This is the pit-fall you must avoid. 
t 
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Friends of St. Francis 
(Continued from page 379) 


cis’ confessor, private secretary, and 
general Johnny-on-the-spot. In fact, 
we owe him a great deal because of 
the precise and pains-taking manner 
in which he recorded so many of the 
Saint’s sayings. He wrote patiently 
all that Francis dictated, from the 
long explanation of perfect joy down 
to every rule God inspired. 

Besides being very patient, he could 
also be very stubborn. He was one 
of the zealots who insisted on living 
the rule literally, exactly as it was 
written. In fact he disliked the new 
developments in the order so much 
that in a fit of temper he dashed 
Elias’ collection urn to the ground. 
He spent the rest of his life in solitary 
retreat. 


And as Leo loved Francis, so Fran- 
cis loved him in return. He used to 
call him, “Little Brother Lamb.” 
Once when Francis commanded him 
to repeat whatever he said, Leo 
agreed. So Francis started a long 
litany of how evil he believed him- 
self to be. Leo opened his mouth to 
speak but instead of abusing Francis, 
he praised him. Francis tried again, 
with no better results. Finally, he 
asked Leo how he dared to mock holy 
obedience. But Leo cried that the 
Lord had made him speak as it 
pleased Him. Francis was beaten. 


Another very human characteristic 
of Leo was curiosity. Francis bade 
him to bring a little food each day 
to Mount LaVerna where he was 
engaged in prayer. He was to wait 
at the bridge and call out, “Lord, 
open my lips.” If Francis answered, 
“And my mouth shall proclaim your 
praises,” then he was to come to him. 
If no answer, he was to leave. One 
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night when he called there was no 
answer. Only silence, a heavy silence, 
waiting, it seemed, for something to 
happen. Leo struggled with himself, 
and then crossed. Was it really dis- 
obedience or merely curiosity. There 
was Francis lying with his arms 
spread out in the form of a cross and 
his face turned to Heaven. There fell 
a great ball of fire and an indescrib- 
able voice was heard. Leo began to 
run away, knowing full well he had 
now TInt = tobe there. = lhe, noise 
aroused Francis. He scolded Leo, but 
when he discovered how much he had 
seen, Francis went on to explain the 
rest of it. Furthermore, Leo was the 
only one allowed to see the great 
wound in his side. In fact, he was 
constantly with Francis till his death, 
praising and singing the Canticle of 
the Sun. 


Francis loved all his followers and 
he took special pains to guide them 
along the road to eternal life. He still 
does. And it isn’t too difficult to pic- 
ture him, saying now as he did then: 


“If you love, you will be loved; if 
you respect people, you will be re- 
spected; if you serve them, you will 
be served; if you give a good account 
of yourself toward others, others will 
act likewise toward you. Blessed the 
man who loves and does not desire 
to be loved for it; blessed he who re- 
spects them and does not look for 
respect in return; who serves and 
does not expect service for it; who ac- 
quits himself well of others and does 
not desire that they return the grace. 
Because such things are big, foolish 
people do not rise to them.” 


(To be continued) 


You Become 


What You Love 


by Geraldine Liss, Tertiary 


Dae WE ARE OFTEN told, is the 
union of the wills of two persons. We 
see this manifested in every marriage, 
or rather we should see it, for no 
household can run without harmony 
between the persons running it. In 
other words, they must be of one will, 
after they have become of one mind, 
after they have become two in one 
flesh. 


This is also the case with us and God. 
If we really love Him, then we should, 
as St. Paul says, “Let this mind be in 
you which is in Christ Jesus.” Our 
wills should coincide with God’s be- 
cause the beloved tries to please the 
lover always, and God is a jealous 
lover. This is where religious have 
less trouble. They never have to sit 
and figure out what the will of God 
is before they can do it. Rather, they 
see His will every time they look at 
a bulletin board, they hear it every 
time-a bell rings, they touch it every 
time they put on the holy habit of 
their respective orders. 

For us, the worldlings, the ones 
whom God has decided should stay 
without the walls, it is not always 
quite so easy to know God’s will. And 
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sometimes, there are so many distrac- 
tions that even when He tells us we 
can’t hear Him. And sometimes we 
refuse to listen because we love some- 
thing else more. 


What do you love most of all? A 
book, knowledge, a job, a career, 
or a man, or maybe yourself? It is not 
hard to love any of these above God. 
They are the things that we are sup- 
posed to love, but in their proper 
orders. 


We must love ourselves. If we do 
not, then we will not care enough to — 
bring ourselves to Heaven, and that 
we must do. The man who goes to 
Hell has chosen it, not because he 
loved himself too much, but because 
he didn’t love himself enough. He 
was concerned only with time and not 
eternity. 


It is easy to love a job. Perhaps it’s - 
the office. You have a good job and — 
money, beautiful things, or a woman, | 
are moving to the top. You find that — 
you’re indispensable. Maybe you're — 
a teacher or a nurse. Your students — 
and your patients can’t get along with- 
out you. Maybe you’re a professional _ 
man and the profession comes before 
your family. Maybe you love the © 
social life that has resulted from your * 
being a success in the world. Maybe , 
the cost of a dinner party is missing | 
Mass on Sunday. 


There are the intellectuals who love » 
knowledge and books and_ universi- - 
ties. You’ve seen the kind who can | 
read anything because they’re smart f 
enough to understand it and know / 
better than the Church whether any- - 
thing written will shake their faith ) 
or be a source of temptation. 


You know the brilliant scientists ; 
who decide after a while that there) 
is no God, or that humanity came into |, 
existence through abiogenisis, or the | 
bio-chemist from Stanford who pre- . 


HERALD AND FORUM 


, 


+ — 


eg 
———— 


= oe ee eA 
i 


— 


dicts in a hundred years a world popu- 
lation of nine billion people, depleted 
resources, and too little food. And our 
professor goes on to say that he hopes 
organized religion would ‘overcome 
the superstition, the ignorance, the 
apathy and the psychological hind- 
rances that now stand in the way of 
population control.” And of course, 
among the instruments of “enlighten- 
ment” are contraceptives and abor- 
tion. Says the man, “Abortion, at the 


' request of the prospective mother, 


should not only be permitted, but in 
some cases encouraged.” Yes, the in- 
tellectual scientists turned God... . 
Maybe you have fallen deeply in 
love with someone. God meant it that 
way, for He knew that His earth 
would never be populated unless that 
task were made pleasant in some way. 
When you have a date with the one 
you love, do you come home a bet- 


ter fellow or gal than when you left? 
If you don’t, then you don’t really 
love your date at all. Because if you 
did, you would remember that every 
human being is composed of body and 
soul, and that the whole person is 
important, not just the two arms that 
hold you, or the lips that kiss yours, 
but the soul that could go home hav- 
ing damned itself because its owner, 
like Judas, has betrayed Christ with 
a kiss, and for much less than 30 
pieces of silver. 


What do you love most of all? 
Pleasure, beauty, money, knowledge, 
power, people? Our Lord asked the 
Jews when He went up the mountain. 
And he answered with what today is 
the essence of the Third Order of St. 
Francis, -—. Blessed are’ the poor im 
spirit for theirs is the kingdom of 
Heaven.” 

What do YOU love most of all?” © 


After 40 Years 
(Continued from page 374) 


is to neglect a mighty arm of the 
Franciscan body. 

Our Holy Father says the Third 
Order was founded by St. Francis to 
satisfy the thirst for heroism in the 
hearts of people. Let us all prayer- 
fully approach the task of pushing 
forward the Tertiary Movement. If 
it takes heroic people to respond to 
the tertiary call, it takes heroic di- 
rectors to trumpet the call with all 
the full vigor with which the Fran- 
ciscan heritage has come down to us 
from the hands of St. Francis. We 
need the living zeal to stampede a 
whole generation back to pledging be- 
fore Mother Church to keep the Com- 
mandments and the spirit of the gos- 
pel counsels. That is the core of 
Tertiarism! 
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Tue Lorp Gives You PEAcE! 


Across the centuries men have 
rushed to meet this little poor fellow 
—the Poverello of Assisi. He inspires. 
He is dynamic. He is our Father. 
You cannot meet him without being 
changed. And when he clasps your 
hand he leaves an impression—and 
it may be a gracebearing stain from 
his sacred stigmata that will stay with 
you always! With his handclasp he 
imparts his greeting: “The Lord give 
you peace!” And the impression he 
leaves for us to strew about the world 
is filled with peace and blessing—the 
very slogan of his order. Pax et 
Bonum! 


EDITOR 
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Virtues of St. Francis 


Seeing the Unseen 


W. OFTEN USE THE EXPRESSION 
“a man of faith.’ Do we mean he is 
a man who is convinced of what God 
has revealed? Yes, but even much 
more than that. A person can have 
many convictions which he readily 
admits when confronted point blank. 
But he may very seldom reflect on 
them. A “man of faith,” as we use 
the term, is a person who is con- 
stantly aware of the truths of faith, of 
supernatural realities, and who guides 
even his casual living by their im- 
plications. It is not as though he is 
constantly reasoning over them. They 
have simply so entered into his con- 
scious world that he takes account of 
them as naturally as he does of ele- 
mentary experiences of heat and cold, 
pleasure, pain, light and darkness, 
the steps he is to climb, the food he 
is to eat, the panorama that opens be- 
fore him, The things he believes pro- 
vide him with strong, ready motives 
for doing and not doing. They pro- 
vide standards for prompt judgment 
and evaluation. The supernatural is 
a luminous reality in his everyday 
world, 


St. Francis was such a man. The 
fatherhood of God, his providence, his 
presence, the divinity of Christ, grace, 
the immense value of the soul, Heaven, 
Hell, eternity—-these were not specu- 
lative concepts for him but truths he 
knew for certain and of which he was 
constantly aware. Even if all else in 
life were illusion, these truths were 
real! This certainty, this awareness, 
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Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


explains his simplicity and directness; 
his ability to decide and act, his gift 
for speeding to the heart of the matter. . 


—4r 


~ 


What is more, he had a living sum- 
mary of all that was true for him. He 
did not resort to a handy set of gen- - 
eral maxims from which he promptly 7 
deduced the mode of action for the » 
moment. His formula was a living ¢ 
one—Jesus Christ. Francis had so im- - 
mersed himself in Christ that he knew j 
instinctively just how Christ would re- . 

: 


“7 


act to this, what he would do in this < 
circumstance, what he would say here, © 
how he would feel there. Francis ¢ 
constantly looked at life through the = 
eyes of Christ. There was very little : 
to reason out. His whole person was ‘ 
in tune with what was truly real. : 


To be a man of faith seems very \ 
attractive. To go through life with’ 
surety, without disturbing complica- - 
tions is very desirable. But how does : 
one get that way? Surely we believe ¢ 
strongly in all the same things Fran-~ 
cis did. But they are not clearly and: 
constantly before our eyes. The busy) 
hurrying about, the pressures of the 
moment, the concrete problems en-). 
countered, the tasks at hand, these: 
seem the real things. The “sensible” ” 
maxims of the world ring in our ears.: 
It is hard to resist the urgency of alll) 
this. It is hard to call up deep lying; 
convictions that all of this is secon-; 
dary, that there are unseen realities) 
that are much more “real and import-} 
ant. 


There seems hardly any other way, 
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} to make the supernatural a common 


part of our lives than the way Fran- 
cis used. He prayed. I don’t mean he 
repeated many, many formulas over 
and over again. He went in daily to 
the presence of God. Hardly more 
than that. Each day he sought out 
God in the quiet of his soul and each 
day he became easier and easier to 
find. Finally he had but to open his 


eyes, to rouse his soul to conscious- 


to be so absorbed in all this that he 
gave no heed at all to visible reality 
and the legitimate demands it makes. 
At the end of his life Francis asked 
pardon of poor “Brother Ass,” his 
body, whom he had quite overlooked. 


It seems as simple as that. We can- 
not become habitual “men of faith” 
till we have worked at deliberate 
daily attempts to reach God and his 


ness and there stood God and all that 
is true of God and true of man and 
true of life. It became an effort not 


truth in the depths of our soul. The 
effort becomes easier till finally the 
depths is home, our natural element. 


Newsletter 
(Continued from page 362) 


spearheaded this apostolate. He will give you the practical fraternity 
approach and the handling of this work. It will also please and 
profit you to listen to the talk by Mrs. Edna Phelan of Bedford, Mass. 
She is a good speaker and has done extensive work in this field. 

8. Secular Institute Workshop. The chairmanship of this 
workshop is in the dynamic hands of Fr. Brendan Mitchell O.F.M., 
commissary of the Santa Barbara Province. Fr. Brendan is well 
aware of tertiary spirituality and will help you to understand the 
new secular institutes. The main address of this workshop will be 
given by experienced Fr. Stephen Hartdegen O.F.M., director of the 
Franciscan secular institute known as the Missionaries of Christ the 
King. He is very well qualified to speak on this subject. 

9. Religious Sisters' Workshop. Sr. M. Isabelle O.S.F. of 
Rosary Hill College in Buffalo will speak at this session for the 
Sister Moderators of the Third Order Youth Fraternities. She has 
been a very successful moderator of a youth fraternity. 

10. Hour of St. Francis Workshop. You will want to meet 
Fr. Hugh Noonan O.F.M., director of the Hour of St. Francis. He 
conceived and developed the Franciscan Radio Apostolate. Under 
his adept direction our radio program has surpassed all expectations. 
The tremendous value of our program in the area of public relations 
and the great missionary role of our radio program will be laid before 
you. You will likewise hear from other staff members of our pro- 
gram, who have distinguished themselves in this apostolate. 

11. Seminarians' Workshop. Fr. John McGuirk T.O.R., mem- 
ber of the Executive Board of the Third Order and commissary of 
his province, will be the leader of this workshop. He will be assisted 

(See page 395) 
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The Insight of the Cure d’ Ars, Msgr. Fran- 

cis Trochu, Newman, $1.75 

The story of the Cure of Ars is colored 
with the special gift that was his; the gift 
of penetrating the secret regions of the 
human soul. He was able to see into the 
past and into the future. In this small 
volume, synthesized from the author’s ear- 
lier two volume life, Msgr. Trochu gathers 
a collection of stories, vouched for by reli- 
able authority, which reveal some of the 
occasions where this great gift of the Saint 
was in evidence. There are fifty such in- 
cidents recorded in the book, some of 
which may strain one’s credulity. There 
is no doubt that the Cure did possess great 
gifts. But the point to keep in mind when 
reading about them is not the gifts them- 
selves, but the use to which they were 
put. From beginning to end, the Cure 
was a saint. e 


The Red Book of the Persecuted Church, 

Albert Galter, Newman, $5.75. 

This is not alarmist propaganda. This 
is a presentation of objective information 
on the Communist persecution for those 
who are prepared to examine documents 
and facts without bias. The book is con- 
cerned with the truth. It wants to present 
the case of the Persecuted Church before 
the bar of public opinion. The case is 
carefully drawn. ‘The Red Book presents 
in a systematic manner a great many ir- 
refutable facts, carefully selected and ver- 
ified. It studies them and compares them 
with each other in the light of official 
documents, It is not a pleasant book, but 
what would one expect when dealing with 
the unpleasant subject of communism? Let 
the truth be known if Communism is to 
be combatted intelligently, e 


Winning Converts, John A. O’Brien, Notre 

Dame Books, 35 cents. 

This paperback reprint shows every 
Catholic how he can share the treasures 
of his holy faith with churchless friends 
and neighbors. It is a simple down to 
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earth presentation of the methods by which | 
Catholic men and women have interested | 
others in faith, nursed that interest along | 
and finally brought them to the priest for > 
instruction. The techniques of convert | 
making, literature and procedures are 
treated by such leading authorities as ; 
Bishop Sheen, Clare Booth Luce, Bishop | 
Helmsing, the Paulists Fathers and of ° 
course, the editor Fr. John O’Brien, whose : 
name is synonymous with convert-making. , 
This book has insight and inspiration. © 


Deubleday and Company has _ published | 

several original titles in its Image series. - 
A Gilson Reader, Etienne Gilson edited by 7 

Anton Pegis, 95 cents. | 

The editor has set himself a formidable = 
task trying to reduce the more than thirty- - 
five thought-packed volumes of the prolific 
Gilson to a single volume. However, he 
does admirably well. He gives us not 
merely a random selection, but an in- - 
tegrated and orderly selection. The con- - 
tents are roughly divided into these head- - 
ings: the signature of man, the historian - 
of medieval philosophy, the disciple of 
Christian philosophy, the student of St. 
Thomas Aquinas, the Christian teacher 
and summing up. Under these headings 
the book gives us the substance of Gilson’s ; 
thinking. @) 


My Life for My Sheep, Alfred Duggan, 99 | 
cents. 

This is an outstanding biography of St.) 
Thomas A, Becket, one of England’s great. 
religious leaders. In these pages the many } 
facets of Becket’s personality come to light. | 
He is a courtier, soldier, statesman and{ 
above all a Churchman. If anyone doubts} 
that the cold facts of history can take on! 
flesh and blood, he need but read this book |! 
to be convinced otherwise. 6! 


Autobiography of St. Therese of Lisieux, 
trans: John Beever, 65 cents. 
On January 2, 1873, Marie Therese} 

Martin was born at Alencon. Not quite 
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twenty-five years later on September 30, 
1897 she died a nun at Carmel of Lisieux. 
Only a handful of people knew anything 
about her during her short life for she 
entered Carmel when only fifteen, and few 
knew or cared that she was dead. Now 
she is known the world over as St. Therese 
of the Child Jesus. Canonized in 1925, 
twenty-eight years after her death, she 
was declared the patroness of missionaries 
and missions. This rise to glory from ob- 
scurity in so short a time is amazing to 
say the least. The account of her rise to 
sanctity is contained in this “Story of a 
Soul.” e 


The Church and the Reconstruction of the 
Medern World, edited: T. P. McLaugh- 
lames (Gs9.B., o1-25. 

This volume contains the English edi- 
tion of the major encyclicals of Pope Pius 
XI. Readers in need of some background 
to understand the encyclicals are provided 
a lucid introduction by the editor. He 
sketches the life of Pius XI, gives an 
over-all view of. his encyclicals and des- 
cribes the encyclicals in general. Besides 
this, each encyclical has its own preface 
which gives the historical setting and an 
outline of the main themes. The collec- 
tion includes eleven encyclicals among 
them “On the Peace of Christ in the 
Reign of Christ,’ “On the Kingship of 
Christ,’ “On the Christian Education of 
Youth,’ “On Christian Marriage,’ “On 
the Catholic Priesthood,’ “On Recon- 
structing the Social Order.” Again, this 
i collection leaves out Pius XI’s famous en- 
 cylical on the Third Order, “Rite Ex- 
' piatis,” and its program for social reform. 
@ 


_ Franciscan Publishers, Pulaski, Wisconsin, 
added two new titles to their list of 
pamphlets. 

Are Parents a Sorry Lot?, Katherine Haff- 
ner, 20 cents. 

This pamphlet is positive. It is jam- 
packed with all sorts of good advice that 
- should help one to become a better parent. 
All the stages of development from pre- 
school days through high school are con- 
sidered. For each stage the authoress 
makes practical suggestions which have 
been born of experiences and have great 
merit. e 


The Martyr Who Never Was, Florence 
Wedge, 20 cents. 
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This is the life story in capsule form of 
St. Anthony of Padua. The title is derived 
from Anthony’s unsuccessful bid for mar- 
tyrdom. In ten brief pointed chapters we 
get at least a silhouette of the Saint which 
should whet the appetite for more serious 
study of the life of this great Son of 
Padua, ® 


Lives of St. Francis: Old and New: ‘The 
Franciscan,’ published by the Friars Minor 
of England, recalls an important jubilee 
in Franciscan publishing: the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the publication of the first 
English edition of The Ideals of St. Fran- 
cis of Assist by Fr. Hilarin (later Arch- 
bishop) Felder O.F.M. Cap. This great 
book, many will recall, was given to us, 
most opportunely, as we were preparing 
to celebrate the seventh centenary of the 
death of St. Francis. That was in 1926; 
but the book is still unsurpassed as an 
outstanding exposition of Franciscan spir- 
ituality, and more useful than ever since 
our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has 
urged all tertiaries to revive the spirit of 
St. Francis in the troubled world of the 
present time. 


In 1950 Burns Oates & Washbourne of 
London, England published St. Francis of 
Assisi by the French Abbe Omer Englebert. 
It was translated from the French and 
edited by Edward Hutton, a connoisseur 
of Franciscanism and one who has persis- 
tently over the years held to a Sabatier- 
tinged notion of St. Francis, especially re- 
garding the saint’s last years and of the 
Order under Brother Elias. The late edi- 
tor of the Forum, Fr. James Meyer, sus- 
pected Hutton of a great deal of “slanting” 
of Abbe Englebert’s work in a review 
published May 1950. ‘“‘As we do not have 
the original before us and no clues are 
given, we are not able to say to what ex- 
tent the editing of Mr. Hutton goes except 
to note his eight-page introduction.” 


The original Englebert book is a classic 
and has been translated into at least five 
languages at present. This year the Abbe 
published a new and revised French edi- 
tion. Franciscan Herald Press was quick 
to seize the opportunity, bought off the 
old Hutton translation to take it off the 
market for good, and entered a new con- 
tract with Abbe Englebert and his French 
publishers for the English rights to trans- 
late and publish the English edition of the 
latest French edition. The book will be 
ready in the fall of 1958. e 
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Tertiaries and Sunday Observance: There 
is hardly a doubt that the Third Order 
of St. Francis spearheaded what seemed 
like an impossible task a few years ago: 
the reviving of the idea of Christian Sun- 
day observance. When the idea was first 
proposed to make a determined effort to 
re-educate people regarding the observance 
of the Third Commandment, some Cath- 
olic quarters voiced the opinion that ter- 
tiaries were becoming a little fuddy-duddy 
and as though we all belonged to the black 
stocking era of puritanism, with its blue- 
nose laws. The opponents of various meas- 
ures to stop wholesale Sunday buying and 
selling always editorialize that the pro- 
ponents of such bills are ‘fanatical,’ “‘illib- 
eral,” “pressure-groups,’ who wish to in- 
troduce ‘‘blue laws’ when everyone wants 
to have a good time and make a little 
money. And who are these pressure groups 
to tell big newspaper pressure people what 
can be done and what can’t be?! 


So it is encouraging to see the tide 
turned back after a few years of the ter- 
tiary educational program. ‘Through the 
whole thing, the Third Order of St. Fran- 
cis has remained in the background, work- 
ing through any group that was willing to 
take up the battle. Posters, stickers and 
materials were supplied through the Cen- 
tral Office and the hard work of National 
Treasurer, William Corcoran, and Fr. Paul 
Scales, local T.O, director in Cincinnati. 


The Cardinals in the metropolitan areas 
have issued pastoral letters. More pastoral 
letters are now appearing. Archbishop 
Edward D. Howard of Portland has issued 
a pastoral letter forbidding Catholics in 
Oregon, Idaho and Montana from engag- 
ing in umnecessary work, business and 
shopping on Sundays. ‘The letter is also 
signed by the bishops of the suffragan sees. 
We hope that legislation will keep apace 
the public sentiment, or that, in fact, legis- 
lation will not be necessary at all. But 
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there is no doubt public sentiment has to 
be the other way. There is no doubt that | 
there is a great deal of educating still to 
do before even all our Catholics will be 
convinced that God’s commandment of | 
Sunday observance is God’s and not man’s. 
e 


Honors for the Hour: The “Hour of Sf. , 
Francis’ radio program, Voice of the + 
Franciscan ‘Tertiary, recently won first © 
place in Ohio State University’s national | 
radio survey. This is just another indica- « 
tion of general commendation which the : 
Hour receives every year. Founder and | 
director of the Hour, Fr. Hugh Noonan 1 
O.F.M. reports, that every year program 1 
directors who handle the Hour are asked | 
what they think of the concluded series, 
To date, he says in his newsletter, we have 
received more than 400 station replies— - 
and not one negative criticism. The Hour 4 
is still doing a bigger and bigger job for 
the Tertiary world. WLCR, Camp Le- - 
jeune, North Carolina writes: ‘Your pro- - 
gram is standard production with this § 
station. 60,000 servicemen hear this pro- - 


cx 


gram every Sunday morning!” Among 25 j 
new stations added to the Hours growing ; 
list of stations, Fr. Hugh reports that six « 
of them are in towns in the south and } 
southwest where there is no Catholic ¢ 
Church. This is a real Tertiary apostolate ¢ 
and mission work. e | 


The Parents of the Little Flower: The : 
March issue of the Forum carried an arti- - 
cle on Louis and Zelie Martin, the parents § 
of St. Therese of the Child Jesus. The ¢ 
cause of these two tertiary parents is now } 
being promoted and the diocesan process | 
was opened by the Most Reverend Andre 
Jacquemin, Bishop of Bayeux, France. A 
beautiful life of these two eminent ter- | 
tiaries has been written by Father Stephen | 
J. Piat and published by P. J. Kenedy & } 
Son, entitled The Story of a Family. A} 
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beautiful book for parents—and especially 
tertiary parents—to read. 


Petitions for the cause of Mr, and Mrs. 
Martin are solicited by Bishop James A. 
McNulty of Paterson, New Jersey. He 
writes the following letter: 


“Letters from many parts of the world 
have been received at the Carmel of 
Lisieux, France, urging the Cause of Beat- 
ification and Canonization in favor of the 
beloved parents of Saint Therese of the 
, Child Jesus and of her four holy sisters 
who were exemplary religious. 


| “They are: Sister Genevieve (who still 
| lives at the Carmel in Lisieux), Mother 
Agnes of Jesus, Sister Mary of the Sacred 
Heart, and Sister Francis Teresa. — 


“As individuals and as Catholic parents, 
they exemplify the highest ideals of Chris- 
| tian living. Their home was a nursery of 
sanctity. They lovingly gave to God their 
exemplary children. They would be cher- 
ished models of the home today. 


“His Excellency, Most Reverend Andre 
Jacquemin D.D., Bishop of Bayeux, has 
begun the preliminary Diocesan Process. 


*SAt this time it is customary and useful 
to address letters to His Holiness indi- 
cating interest in the Cause. 


“A petition is not made for the Beati- 
*) fication but simply to undertake the Cause 
) of these Servants of God. A separate letter 
» is needed for each of the parents. 


“If your love and devotion to the Little 


} Flower inclines you to write such letters, 


i you may send them to me and I shall be 
happy to forward them to the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites in Vatican City. 


“May God bless and reward you and 
* may Our Lady of the Smile gladden your 
% heart as She rejoiced the heart of Saint 
Therese of the Child Jesus. 
‘Devotedly yours in Christ, 
James A. McNutty 
Bishop of Paterson 


Only personal notes of petition are ac- 
» cepted by the Sacred Congregation. Write 
the notes to His Holiness Pope Pius XII, 
' Vatican City, Rome. Simply state that 
you are interested in the Cause of Mr. 
and Mrs. Martin and that you hope the 

Holy See will see fit to undertake the 
’ Cause of the Beatification of these two 
Servants of God. Write a separate letter 
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for each one. Put both notes in an en- 
velope, address and mail to The Most 
Reverend James A. McNulty, Bishop of 
Paterson, 24 DeGrasse Street, Paterson, 
N. J. His Excellency will reply to you 
personally. Every tertiary of St. Francis 
should be interested in seeing the Cause 
of these holy Servants of God brought 
before the Holy See. @ 


Marian Congress Proceedings of the Second 
Franciscan Marian Congress held in San 
Francisco in May of 1954 are now avail- 
able in paper bound form from the Marian 
Congress Headquarters, 121 Golden Gate 
Ave., San Francisco 2, California. The 
book contains scholarly and important 
Marian papers by Ralph Ohlmann O.F.M., 
a history of the cult of the Immaculate 
Conception in the U. S. before 1854 by 
Marian Habig O.F.M., Doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in the Early Fran- 
ciscan School by Allan B. Wolter O.F.M., 
and a complimentary paper on the same 
subject dealing with the later Franciscan 
School by Ignatius Brady O.F.M. Norbert 
De Amato O.F.M. contributed a paper on 
The Fathers of the Church and the Dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception, and Maur- 
ice Grajewski O.F.M. made a detailed 
survey of the U. S. from 1854-1954 and 
the Franciscan cult of the Immaculate 
Conception. A lengthy paper by Fidelis 
de J. Chauvet O.F.M. on Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Bishop Zumarraga and the 
Immaculate Conception is a fine piece of 
work; and the symposium is concluded by 
a paper by Berard Vogt O.F.M. on Duns 
Scotus and the Immaculate Conception, 
concluding with a beautiful tribute to 
Mary by Thomas Plassmann O.F.M. @ 


Tertiary Youth Congress proceedings held 
at Notre Dame University August 13-16, 
1956 have been published by the Central 
Organization. It includes the full text of 
two major speeches, the one by Bishop 
Leo A. Pursley of Fort Wayne and the 
other by tertiary law professor at Notre 
Dame, Conrad Kellenberg. Both of these 
appeared in full in the Forum October 
and November 1956 respectively. The dis- 
cussions that followed took up tertiary 
training, organization and procedures, ter- 
tiary spirituality and Franciscan living. 
Available from the Central Secretary, 8140 
Spring Mill Road, Indianapolis 20, Ind. 
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Schirmeé 


800 PAGES OF MUSIC 
Over 300 well-known stand- 
ard favorites. Piano, organ 
and vocal music for all 
occasions. The most com- 
plete collection under one 
cover. Full 9” x 12” size, 
cloth-bound. An ideal gift! 
G. SCHIRMER 
3 East 43 St., NewYork 17,Dept.00 


LADY OF HUMILITY 
New sculptulite creation 
of Mary with genuine 
Swiss music mechanism in 
base—plays ‘Ave Maria.” 
Hand finished and hand | 
painted figure with 
beautifully finished wood 

base. 742” high. 


$740 postpaid 


(Ivory finish available, 
$6.40 postpaid) 
Sorry, no C.O.D‘s 


TRIX-KLOTH "'World's Finest 
Cleaning Cloth" 

One Trix-Kloth will wash 100,000 windows. Truly 

amazing. Cleans everything. Washes out easily, lasts 


for months. Make money for your Club, Church, 
Charity. Order today—your cost: 


Regular Auto Kits 
DUNG OV, SS Bron Gi $7 $11.45 You make from 
PEG ay Bowes ae $5.00 to $8.77 per 
GSGOZ Sten traanicoos dozen plus 
EZSCOTia test eaverctainys 75.00 123.60 


FREE—| Regular Ist Regular order any size. |. Kit 
Ist Kit order 2 dozen or more. 

Or Send Today $1.00 for Regular or $1.59 for Auto 
Windshield Kit and free details. ROSARY 
Money back guarantee. CASE 


THE SHORT CUTS CO. 


176 West Adams St., Chicago 3, Ill. 
Authentically-styled metal case, luxuri- 
ees 2 puis Se ously lined with purple velvet. Gold or 
silver finish. Genuine Swiss music 
mechanism inside plays ‘Ave Maria” 
when cover is open. 
35" x 356” x 27%" 


$635 postpaid 
no C.O.D.’s 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SALE 
LOURDES PEARL ROSARIES 


LOURDES WATER FROM THE MIRAC- 
ULOUS SPRING contained in Our Father 
beads. For you to keep or to give as a never- 
to-be-forgotten Christmas gift. Send only 
$1.00 now on moneyback guaranty and re- 
ceive LOURDES ROSARY POEM free. 

Also SALESLADIES wanted to sell these 


MIRACLE OF 
LOURDES STATUE 

The Virgin Mary 
with Bernadette 
kneeling at Her 


ne : é feet in an 
beautiful silver-plated Lourdes Rosaries at + ae | 
; 5 artistically- 
an attractive profit. fashioned 
’ 


silver-plated 
statue. Genuine 
Swiss music mechanism 

inside plays ‘Ave Maria“ 5” high. 


CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
BOX 350 ° LOS ANGELES 53, CALIF. 


$335 postpaid no C.O.D.’s, please. 


WANTED: G. SCHIRMER 


Men to serve CHRIST and HIS POOR! For 3 EAST 43rd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N.Y. \j 


further information about our apostolate write: | 
House of Gharity, 26 E. Hennepin Avenue, Min- 
neapolis |, Minnesota c/o Vocational Director , 
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lary seminarians who will diseuss seminary y fraternities, their 
ctioning and their problems. 


12. Holy Spirit Apostolate Workshop, ‘Chinen of this 
vorkshop will be Fr. Cornelius Grein O.F. M., director of St. Mar- 
aret’s fraternity of Cincinnati. You will be thrilled to listen to the 
) founder of this apostolate, Mr. George E. Sehulhoff. a Cincinnati 
| tertiary. He will lead a discussion on one simple way of leading 
4) prospective converts to the Church, and show how this is a means 
' of your own sanctification. 


| New Third Order Directory. A new Third Order directory list- 
4{ ing each fraternity in the United States and indicating to what obedi- 
Hm ence the fraternity belongs. is soon to be published by the Franciscan 
Herald Press and edited by Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M., executive 
‘secretary to the Central Office of the Third Order. The first such 
directory was published in 1936 by Fr. Maximus Poppy O.F.M.., 
then secretary of the National Organization. Since then the directory 
thas been issued periodically. the last one in 1951. Price of the 
Directory is $1.00. It will be on sale at the Boston Convention and 
from Franciscan Herald Press. 


Assistant Commissary General of the Third Order, Fr. Brian 
© Gordon O.F.M. will most likely be at the Boston Convention from 

the O.F.M. General Curia in Rome. The editor of Tertius Ordo, 
/ Fr. Burchard Wolfenschiessen O.F.M.Cap., gave public praise to 
| Fr. Brian for his persevering and untiring work in bringing about 
) the final draft of the International Third Order Constitutions, which 
ve hope to see released this month both from the Sacred Congrega- 
n and with the final approval of the Ministers General. A few 
general observations can be made on the new constitutions: 


1. The Minister General of each obedience is to appoint a Com- 
ssary General and an assistant secretary who will have the full 
uithority over the Third Order, dependent always, naturally, on the 
finister General. Everyone can readily recognize the great value 
D of a General Commissary. but now regular and frequent communi- 
| ions must be set up between the Third Order Commissaries 
roughout the world and the Commissary General of the Third 
der, so that an accurate judgment can be made on the Third Order 
- generally. 

2. The New Constitutions give the faculty to institute national 
‘ommissaries and national constitutions and statutes. Here, America 
s far ahead of the rest of the Third Order world; not only do we 
have a national commissary for each obedience, but we have gone a 
| step parte: and have an inter-obedience board which makes the 
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jor changes, remains to he set 
d of the Constitutions, there 
And the a for the Rit 


once. we es: asked Pr. ‘Bri 


: i he Ma sal i offered ete | 
“smith O.F.M., D.D., Bishop of Lebanon. Bis! 
‘ a the Holy jane Provi ince of New Yor! 


_ try of i in the middle cast. Aecibidon Richard I Cush 
will address the congress at this Mass. 
‘The Solemn Pontifical Mass on Friday morning will he off 
the Most Reverend Bernardine Mazzarella OF M., D.D., pr 
nullius in Honduras, Central America, where the American Im 
late Conception Province has had a mission for a number of yea 
- Bishop Mazzarella was just recently appointed and consecrate 
‘The convention will close officially at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday 
the blessing of Archbishop Cushing er the closing sessio : 


-— | This year marks the seventy filth anniversary of A 
PICATO written by Pope Leo XIU. This writing is a la 
mark. The attention of the world was - focused on tl 
Third Order and great impetus em 

ment. We suggest that 5 yout 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 


NOVEMBER 


All Saints, G.A. 

All Souls of the Order, Conv. (Cap. 
Wc can, Decl. T-O:R. Dec 2) 
Seeoidacus ©.) Orn, 

St. Josaphat B.M. 

St. Agnes of Assisi V. 2 Or. 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Wd. 3 Or. 
Patron—G.A. and P.I. 

Presentation of B.V. Mary. G.A. 

. St. Catherine V.M—G.A. 

St. Leonard of Port Maurice C. 1 Or. 
Bile Delphine V. 3 Or., Conv. (Fran. 
Sept. 20, Cap. and T.O:R. Dec. 9) 

St. James of the March C. 1 Or. 

All Saints of the Order. Also PI. for 
Renewal of profession——One day of the 
Novena in honor of the Immaculate 


Conception P.I. 


Sexton Quality Foods are enjoyed 
by millions of people. Established 
74 years, Sexton is America’s great- 
est food service for restaurants, 
hotels, hospitals, schools, transpor- 
tation lines. Sexton serves over 
60,000 establishments from coast to 
coast. Sexton warehouses are na- 
tion wide—insuring prompt deliv- 
eries. Treat your family to a restau- 
rant mealsoon! Ask for Sexton’s Tea. 


cen i ame oR 
‘* Guaranteed by @ 
Good Housekeeping 
a 


“Oras Avvennisto yo 
John Sexton & Co., 
Chicago 


OBITUARYWT 


Sister Charles Froelich (Rochester), Sis- 
ter Callista Nicholas, Sister Aurea Lachotta 
(Wheaton, Ill.), Sister Seraphin Fedders 
(Springfield), Sister Eugenio Dalbec, Sister 
Nina Mines (Milwaukee, 81). 

Chicago: Priscilla Cleveland, Elizabeth 
Henninger, Catherine Austen, Bernard 
Heerey, Anna Boyle, Mary Enright, Delia 
B. Kelly, Susan Stumpf, Robert Beck, Rose 
Atkinson, Anna Crowe, Mary Hubbard, 
Elizabeth Kedzierski, Clara Zeimetz, Mary 
Burns, Matthew Klasen, Agnes Coffey, Lu- 
cille Schell, Jeanie Williams — Cleveland: 
Louise Faschali, Ann Rossi, Catherine Mc- 
Carthy—Detroit: Rosa Guindon, Elizabeth 
Diederich, Julia Kunert—Dorchester, Mass.: 
Margaret M. Condon — Jersey City: Eva 
McGuire—Louisville: Mary G. Fleck, Mary 
Gallagher, Agnes L. Hoerter—Midlothian: 
Isabel English — Milwaukee: Josephine 
Laub, Otillia Infalt—Omaha: Letitia Mur- 
phy, Leo P. Carlin—St. Bernard, Ohio: Lil- 
lian Ruehl, Mary Sieve—St. Louis, Mo.: 
Clara Novotny, Margaret Sanders—Strea- 
mee, INL vawavere, (C. lelelkolazial, 


Put the FORUM on your mailing list 


for current Obituary notices of your 


community or fraternity: THE FRAN: 
CISCAN HERALD and FORUM, 1434 


West 51st 


Street, Chicago 9, Illinois. 


— ROYAL JELLY — 


Royal Jelly capsules. Contain the 
fabulous nutritive jelly of the 
Queen Bee. Available without 
medical prescription. Dietary sup- 
plement. $9.00—vial of 15 hi- 
potency (50 mg.) capsules. 30 day 
supply. Scientific and technical 
data—free on Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed or money re- 
funded in 10 days. Order C.O.D. 
or send check airmail “Api-Vi- 
talex” Dept. FH-2, Box 6674, Med- 
Dallas 19, 


request. 


ical Center Station, 


Texas. 


This line has accompanied most of our title page impri 
for the last 35 years. Franciscan Herald Press has en- § 
deavored, over the years, to vitalize Franciscanism at 9} 
every level. Its publications span a broad area from 
Third Order promotional literature to a wide variety of 
Franciscan pamphlets, booklets and books. ~ 2a 


1957 Fall Publications 


FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY = 
by Valentin Breton O.F.M. — 
A little book that briefly sums up the key doctrines of the Franciseaa 


School of Theology and Asceticism beginning with St. Francis and de- 
veloped by St. Bonaventure and Ven J ohn Duns Scott 0 pages $1.75 


SAINT ANTHONY OF PADUA: 

The Man Who Found Himself by Norman Paintin 
Norman Painting, known for his B.B.C. radio scripts, has written a lively 
and interesting life of St. Anthony. From the author’s experience as a 
writer and broadcaster, he knows how to tell a story and bring it home q 
to his audience. $2.50 as: 


THE IMMORTAL PROFILE 

by Ernest Pallascio-Morin 
A series of one or two page vignettes of episodes in our Lord’s life, show- | 
ing him in his unrelenting pursuit for the hearts of men. Meditations — 
for the layman. Recently made a Knight of St. Sylvester by Pope Pius 
XII, M. Pallascio-Morin has contributed much to Catholic literature as} 
a script writer for the Canadian Radio and Theater. He just completed | 
a successful play called “Francesco.” $2.00 
THE MASS AND YOUR LIFE 

by Richer M. Beaubien O.F.M. . 
A real study book on the Mass with a thoroughly Franciscan approach, q 
Fifty beautiful pictures in gravure enhance the book. Ample use is made | 


of illustration and anecdote, and copious quotations from Mediator Dei 


(encyclical of Pope Pius XII on the liturgy). $6.00 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS _ 


1434 W. 51st St. Chicago 9, Ilinois 


